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COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course will introduce some of the “writing” prophets in Israel from the eighth to the sixth centuries BCE.  The focus will be on the intersection between social and literary structures of the texts and their contexts with those of the contemporary world.  From our particular vantage points, we will situate their work with the various institutions of prophecy rooted in the federation and monarchic periods.  

GOALS OF THIS COURSE: 


1.
To develop critical engagement with the historical, literary, and theological contexts of the Biblical writings.

2.
To understand the content and structure of the O.T./Jewish Bible

3.
To develop skill and familiarity with the tools and issues of Biblical study.
4.
To develop skill in collaborative and independent research
REQUIREMENTS:

1. Essay on pre-eighth century prophecy in Israel (15%)
This essay will survey at least two contexts and institutions of prophecy during two of: the federated, united monarchic, and early divided monarchic periods.  Blenkinsopp, pp 1-64, should provide background as should relevant portions of Judges, Samuel and Kings.  Essay is due the first day of class.  Length should be approximately 6-10 pages
2. Exegesis 1 (25%)
An exegesis of a text from either Amos or Hosea.  The passage should be submitted for approval by the first Thursday.  Due second Monday in class.  Length should be approximately 7-12 pages. 
3. Exegesis 2 (30%)
An exegesis of a text from either 1st Isaiah or Jeremiah.  The passage should be submitted for approval by the second Thursday.  Due one week after end of course (July 21).  Length should be approximately 10-15 pages. 
4. In-class quizzes (5% each)
First W and F and second T and Th.  These quizzes will be twenty minutes, short answer questions focusing on course material (lecture and primary and secondary readings) up to the day of the quiz.
5. Two in-class group exegetical projects.  In class group work will be on first Th and second W with a written report due the following day.  The report should also be collaboratively composed, approximately 5 pages.  Grade will be assigned for the group as a whole. (5% each)
6. Students above the Masters level in the course should incorporate more ancillary reading into the first three assignments above, with commensurate development of the essays, approximately 50% longer assignments.
7. In general, assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Grades for all written assignments will be reduced 10 points for each day late.
GRADING CRITERIA:
 “A” (100-90%) will be awarded to work showing a high degree of competence, coverage of all parts of the question/issue, and thorough development.

“B” (80-89.9%) will be awarded to clearly competent responses, although there may be some weaknesses.

“C” (70-79.9%) will be awarded to competent responses, but much less developed and/or more superficial than the above.  Responses which are primarily a restatement of the topic; lack focus or pertinent detail; remain general and undeveloped.  

“D” (60-69.9%) will be awarded to severely underdeveloped or incomplete work.

“F” (0-59.9%) will be awarded to work with little or no understanding of the question/issue.
MANDATORY READINGS
Texts:

The Jewish Study Bible (NJPS). Oxford, 2003.

Blenkinsopp, J. A History of Prophecy in Israel - revised and enlarged. Westminster/John Knox, 1996.
Weems, R. Battered Love: Marriage, Sex, and Violence in the Hebrew Prophets. Augsburg/Fortress, 1995.
The Biblical and secondary texts should be read prior to the day they appear on the calendar.  
RECOMMENDED READINGS
Miller, John W., Meet the Prophets: A Beginner's Guide to the Books of the Biblical Prophets New York: Paulist Press, 1987, provides a good introduction to the Prophets, especially sections I and II.
The three articles from The Anchor Bible Dictionary also provide good background: 

Barton, John. “Prophecy (Postexilic Hebrew).” In D. N. Freedman, ed., The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 5, pp. 489-495.  New York: Doubleday, 1992

Huffmon, H. B. “Prophecy (Ancient Near Eastern).” In D. N. Freedman, ed., The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 5, pp. 477-482.  New York: Doubleday, 1992

Schmitt, John J. “Prophecy (Preexilic Hebrew).” In D. N. Freedman, ed., The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 5, pp. 482-489.  New York: Doubleday, 1992

COURSE SCHEDULE:

FIRST WEEK
First Monday:
The constitutive elements of Israel’s self-awareness in the land: Moses/Exodus traditions and their relation to institutions of Israel
Blenkinsopp, pp. 1-64

Weems, 1-34

Essay #1 due

First Tuesday/:

The contexts of prophecy up to the crisis of the monarchy and after: David/Zion traditions and their relation to institution of Canaan and Israel
First Wednesday:

Amos

Blenkinsopp, pp. 65-82
Weems, pp. 35-45

Quiz #1
First Thursday:

Amos/Hosea

Blenkinsopp, pp. 82-91


Group Project #1


Exegesis #1 text proposal due

First Friday: Theme/Tema:

Hosea then and now: metaphor

Weems, pp. 45-52
Quiz #2

Group Project report due
SECOND WEEK

Second Monday:

Micah/Isaiah 1-39
Blenkinsopp, pp. 91-110


Exegesis #1 due
Second Tuesday:

Isaiah in poetry and prose
Weems, pp. 68-83

Quiz #3
Second Wednesday:

Jeremiah (selections TBA)

Blenkinsopp, pp. 129-147

Weems, pp. 84-96

Second Thursday:

The conflict between prophetic institutions: Jeremiah and Hananiah

Weems, pp. 96-120


Quiz #4


Group project #2


Exegesis #2 text proposal
Second Friday:

(last day of classes: only ONE hour in the MORNING period)
Whither prophecy?
Group Project report due
CALENDAR GRID
	
	Topic/Text
	Assignments

	M
	June 30
	Israel in the Land
	Essay #1 Due

	T
	July 1
	Moses/Sinai & David/Zion
	

	W
	July 2
	Amos
	Quiz #1

	Th
	July 3
	Amos/Hosea
	Group Project #1

	F
	July 4
	Hosea
	Quiz #2

	M
	July 7
	Micah/Isaiah
	Exegesis #1 due

	T
	July 8
	Isaiah
	Quiz #3

	W
	July 9
	Jeremiah
	

	Th
	July 10
	Jeremiah/Hananiah
	Group Project #2; Quiz #4; Exegesis #2 Topic proposal

	F
	July 11
	A Future for Prophecy?
	Group Project Report

	M
	July 21
	
	Exegesis #2 due
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