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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

U.S. Latinas/os are not a homogenous group, and for that matter it is important to use multiple ways of understanding in the study of this group. Among this minoritized ethnic group there are various religious traditions and experiences represented, not just one. In this course, we are going take a look at methods, theories, themes, and historical representations that help us understand the role of religion among the Latino/a community in the United States. This course will be run in a seminar style. I do not see myself as an instructor but as a facilitator. In this sense, you and I will be working together in order to reach the objectives of the course. Since it is a discussion course, I will come to class ready to critically engage the material, and I will expect you to do the same. A complete preparation includes a critical look at all of these aspects and the discussion of them, in order to obtain not one but multiple additional perspectives among the participants of the class.

GOALS OF THIS COURSE: 
· Students will be able to do critical, analytical and creative reflection of the different historical issues and topics of the religious life of U.S. Latino groups

· Students will be able to have a comprehension of the diversity among Latino groups in the United States in relation to the multiplicity of religious beliefs, traditions, experiences, and practices

· Students will have an understanding of the multiple theories and methods used in the study of the religious history among Latina/as in the United States

· Students will have the opportunity of personal engagement with the different stories and will have the opportunity to develop their own perception of the relation between religion and identity within the U.S. Latino community

REQUIREMENTS:

· Critical Reflection Paper I — 15%
· Critical Reflection Paper II — 15%
· Critical Reflection Paper III — 15%

· Critical Reflection Paper IV — 15%
· Class Participation — 20%
· Reflective Journal — 20%
*The percentages indicate the weight of each requirement towards the final grade.

Critical Reflection Paper (40 POINTS)

This assignment is a short paper (3-4 pages) in which the student will critically engage a daily reading. The student has to develop a personal and analytical argument on a topic taken from the reading. It is NOT a summary of the text, a “book report” type of paper or a commentary on the text.

The first Critical Reflection Paper is due on the first day of class (Monday, June 30th 2007).  This paper should be on the assigned reading for that day: Hjamil A. Martínez-Vázquez, “Dis-covering the Silences: A Postcolonial Critique to U.S. Religious Historiography,” in New Horizons in Hispanic/Latino(a) Theology, ed. Benjamín Valentín (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2003), 50-78.
This is an individual task, not group work, so each student should write this paper individually. Without exception papers are due at the beginning of the class in which the selected reading is due.  No papers will be accepted after the selected reading was discussed.

Students in this course should be aware of the strong sanctions against plagiarism, cheating and collusion. Plagiarism may result in an automatic “F” in the course.  If you have any question or doubts about what plagiarism entails or how to properly acknowledge course materials and the works of others, be sure to consult me.  Proper citation procedures are provided in all writing manuals (for example MLA, APA, and Chicago Manual Style, among others). Be sure to select one of these and follow through.

Guidelines for Paper – Papers will be evaluated based upon four categories:

1. Grammar (10 points)

2. Coherence (10 points) – Students should have an organized paper, in which paragraphs relate to one another, as well as the general argument.

3. Argument (10 points) – The student must build an argument, not an opinion. Students should develop an independent argument from the one in the reading that is sustainable by examples.  In this sense, students will select a topic from the reading and discuss it by creating an argument.  The argument of the paper will be based on students’ perspectives, experiences and personal reflection, not merely on opinions. That is, students should do more than simply express an opinion.  While an opinion conveys how you feel about something (eg. “I enjoyed this reading;” “I like/dislike this reading”), an argument is a reflection on the material based on deep-level insights and previous class discussions.
4. Reflective Voice (10 points) – Students will include a reflection on the argument as part of the paper.  The use of “I” is accepted and encouraged.

* Each student should subscribe to the number of pages assigned for the paper (12 point-Times New Roman, 1 inch margins, double space, and should include page numbers). Failure to comply with any of these will result in the lost of 3 points/each. No title or presentation page, please.
Class Participation – including Attendance (100 POINTS)

It is a requirement to be in class and show evidence of careful preparation for a thoughtful participation in class discussions. The student should show evidence of an ability to read and discuss the material critically and historically, understanding her/his context, social location and point of view. Every student should read the assigned material and bring notes on it in order to be engaged in the discussion.  Every human being has prejudices, so in order for the class discussion to flow each student should be aware of those prejudices and be open to having them challenged. Class participation is the most important aspect of the course, so in this case students who usually do not participate in class should make an effort to make their voices heard. Class participation is evaluated by the capacity of the students to make constructive contributions to the topics discussed during class, not by the capacity to talk.

Reflective Journal (10 POINTS/each)

Each student is required to submit a daily journal. This assignment provides a space in which the student (through writing) can make sense of her/his experiences in the course. It is a way of developing reflection beyond the classroom and the assignments. The student will reflect on the issues presented in class daily focusing on the challenges, problems and learning aspects of the class discussions. This diary promotes the articulation of ideas about the material and the learning process in order for the student to do introspection.  

Guidelines for Reflective Journal:

· One reflective journal per day, except for the last Friday of class (total of 9) due at the beginning of the next class.
· Students should provide an analytical engagement and a personal reflection on the arguments and topics discussed in the class.
· Grading: 9-10 points for a critical reflection, 7-8 points for a non-engaged discussion (eg. summaries and opinions), and 0-6 points for just summaries.
GRADING CRITERIA:

The grading scale for this class is: 

A= 90-100

B= 80-89

C= 70-79 

D= 58-69

F= 0-57

To do what is required in the class generates a “C,” to engage the material critically generates a “B,” and to produce a significant contribution beyond the requirements generates an “A.”

REQUIRED READINGS

Each day we will be discussing a different topic, and readings about that topic will be assigned. Students are responsible to follow the calendar and come prepare for discussion.  Readings that are not from the required text will be provided electronically to the students by the HSP office in a PDF format.  The required texts for this course are:

Manuel A. Vásquez and Marie Friedmann Marquardt, Globalizing the Sacred: Religion Across the Americas (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2003).

Timothy Matovina, and Gary Riebe-Estrella, eds. Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002).

COURSE SCHEDULE:

FIRST WEEK

Day 1: Monday – Class Overview and Introduction to the Topic
· Assigned Reading for the Day –

· Hjamil A. Martínez-Vázquez, “Dis-covering the Silences: A Postcolonial Critique to U.S. Religious Historiography,” in New Horizons in Hispanic/Latino(a) Theology, ed. Benjamín Valentín (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2003), 50-78.

· Assignments due today – First Critical Reflection Paper

Day 2: Tuesday – Space, Rituals and Popular Religion (Catholicism)
· Assigned Readings for the Day –

· Karen Mary Davalos, “The Real Way of Praying: The Via Crucis, Mexican Sacred Space, and the Architecture of Domination,” in Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism, ed. Timothy Matovina and Gary Riebe-Estrella, SVD (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2002), 41-68.

· Lara Medina and Gilbert R. Cadena, “Días de los Muertos: Public Ritual, Community Renewal, and Popular Religion in Los Angeles,” in Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism, ed. Timothy Matovina and Gary Riebe-Estrella, SVD (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2002), 68-94.

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

Day 3: Wednesday – Historiography, Establishment, and Memory (Protestantism)
· Assigned Readings for the Day – 

· Daisy L. Machado, “Latinos in the Protestant Establishment: Is There a Place for Us at the Feast Table?,” in Protestantes/Protestants: Hispanic Christianity within Mainline Traditions, ed. David Maldonado, Jr. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999), 85-103.

· Harold Recinos, “Mainline Hispanic Protestantism and Latino Newcomers,” in Protestantes/Protestants: Hispanic Christianity within Mainline Traditions, ed. David Maldonado, Jr. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999), 194-215.

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

Day 4: Thursday – Re-Reading, Changes, and Movement (Pentecostalism)
· Assigned Readings for the Day – 

· Samuel Cruz, “A Rereading of Latino(a) Pentecostalism,” in New Horizons in Hispanic/Latino(a) Theology, ed. Benjamín Valentín (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2003), 201-216.

· Anna Adams, “Brincando el Charco/Jumping the Puddle: A Case Study of Pentecostalism’s Journey from Puerto Rico to New York to Allentown, Pennsylvania,” in Power, Politics, and Pentecostals in Latin America, ed. Edward L. Cleary & Hannah W. Stewart-Gambino (Boulder: Westview Press, 1997), 163-178.

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

Day 5: Friday – Syncretism, Identity, and New Ways (Non-Christian Groups)
· Assigned Readings for the Day – 

· Luis D. León, “Soy una Curandera y Soy una Católica: The Poetics of a Mexican Healing Tradition,” in Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism, ed. Timothy Matovina and Gary Riebe-Estrella, SVD (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2002), 95-118.

· Hjamil A. Martínez-Vázquez, “Challenging and Re-Constructing U.S. Latina/o Identity: Talking About Latina/o Muslims in the United States,” Paper presented at the 2007 Latin American Studies Association Congress in Montreal, Canada (September, 2003).

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

SECOND WEEK

Day 6: Monday – Understanding Gender 
· Assigned Reading for the Day – 
· Daisy L. Machado, “Voices From Nepantla: Latinas in U.S. Religious History©,” Paper presented at the Women in American Religion Conference: Reimagining the Past Conference in the University of Chicago (October, 2003).
· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

Day 8: Tuesday – Understanding Religion and Globalization in the Americas
· Assigned Reading for the Day – 

· Vásquez & Marquardt, Introduction, and Chapters 1-2 (1-64)

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

Day 7: Wednesday – Understanding the Border
· Assigned Reading for the Day – 

· Vásquez & Marquardt, Chapter 3 (65-95)

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

Day 9: Thursday – Understanding Transnationalism & Hybridity
· Assigned Reading for the Day – 

· Vásquez & Marquardt, Chapter 5-6 (119-170)

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal

Day 10: Friday – Putting it Together & Looking Forward
· Assigned Reading for the Day – None

· Assignments due today – Reflective Journal
RECOMMENDED READINGS

Barton, Paul, and David Maldonado, Jr, eds. Hispanic Christianity within Mainline Protestant Traditions: A Bibliography. Decatur, Georgia: AETH, 1998.
Brackenridge, R. Douglas, and Francisco García-Treto. Iglesia Presbiteriana: A History of Presbyterians and Mexican Americans in the Southwest. San Antonio: Trinity University Press, 1987.

Busto, Rudy V. King Tiger: The Religious Vision of Reies López Tijerina. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2005.

Espinosa, Gastón, Virgilio Elizondo, and Jesse Miranda, eds. Latino Religions and Civic Activism in the United States. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.

González, Justo, ed. En Nuestra Propia Lengua: Una Historia del Metodismo Unido Hispano. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991.

___________. La Historia también tiene su Historia. Buenos Aires: Ediciones Kairos, 2001.

___________. Mapas para la Historia Futura de la Iglesia. Buenos Aires: Ediciones Kairos, 2001.

Machado, Daisy L. Of Borders and Margins: Hispanic Disciples in Texas, 1888-1945. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Martínez Guerra, Juan F., and Luis Scott, eds. Iglesias peregrinas en busca de identidad: Cuadros del protestantismo latino en los Estados Unidos. Buenos Aires: Ediciones Kairos, 2004.

Rodríguez-Díaz, Daniel R., and David Cortés-Fuentes, eds. Hidden Stories: Unveiling the History of the Latino Church. Decatur, Georgia: Asociación para la Educación Teológica Hispana, 1994.

Sandoval, Moises, ed. Fronteras: A History of the Latin American Church in the USA since 1513. San Antonio: Mexican American Cultural Center, 1983.

Sandoval, Moises. On the Move: A History of the Hispanic Church in the United States. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1990.

Tweed, Thomas A. Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.
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