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COURSE DESCRIPTION:


In this course Latina/o churches will be looked as institutions that can influence and be influenced by the larger society.  In this analysis, religion is seen as an agent of social change and also as a mechanism of social control in its promotion of patriarchy and the limiting leadership roles it affords women.  The primary focus of the course will be upon a sociological analysis of Latino/a churches in the U.S. Latina/o context.  Issues addressed will include: major theoretical paradigms employed in the sociological analysis of religion, patterns of religious participation, the role of religious institutions in society with an emphasis on the sociology of the Latina/o church, and the interrelationships among religion, politics, public issues, prejudice, and community empowerment.  
GOALS OF THIS COURSE: 

The purpose of the course is: to reflect upon religion in its social context and to understand the intricate relations of religion, culture and society, particularly with relation to the Latino/a community in the U.S.  The goals of the class will be to introduce students to the sociology of religion and how it intersects with race, ethnic, and gender studies as we explore understanding Latino/a communities in social contexts.  Through class readings, lectures, and discussions, the class will also explore the potentials in engaging sociology in one’s understanding of social ministries and the theologies that inform them.   
REQUIREMENTS:

For those Master’s students registered for 3 credits 1 research paper (10-12 pages in length), plus journal entries reflecting on each day’s class readings is required.  Journal entries will be submitted twice for review, once at the end of each week of class.  The paper will be due the last day of class.  Paper is worth 60% of grade and journal entries is worth 40% of grade.
For those Master’s students registered for 2 credits, journal entries of 2-3 pages reflecting on each day’s class readings is required and will be submitted twice for review, once at the end of each week of class.


Doctoral students are required to submit 1 research paper (approximately 20 pages in length), plus journal entries reflecting on each day’s class readings is required.  Journal entries will be submitted twice for review, once at the end of each week of class.  The paper will be due the last day of class  Paper is worth 60% of grade and journal entries is worth 40% of grade.

For all students, assignments turned in late will incur a full grade deduction on assignment that is handed in late.
GRADING CRITERIA:
Criteria for Grading Papers

I.  Organization and Clarity of Paper---- How well is the paper written?  

Is there a research question posed at the beginning that is addressed 
in the paper?

How well do the points in paper flow from paragraph to paragraph?

How well did student cite sources to support points?

Is there a bibliography?

II.  Substance of the Paper---How well researched was the paper?

Did the paper use enough sources?  A minimum of 7-10 sources would appropriate for a paper that is 10-12 pages and more for a longer paper.

Were the cited sources as current as they could be?

If there is a debate on the topic, how well does the paper refer to the opposing views?

III.  How well did the paper critically engage and address the issues/research question posed at the beginning of the paper?
MANDATORY READINGS:
Emerging Voices Urgent Choices:  Latino-a Leadership Development from the Pew to the Plaza, by Edwin I. Hernández, Milagros Peña, and Kenneth Davis (editors), Brill Academic Press, 2006.
Religion And Social Justice for Immigrants by Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo (Editor), New Jersey: Rutger’s University Press, 2007.

On the Move: A History of the Hispanic Church in the United States by Moises Sandoval, New York: Orbis Books, 2006.

RECOMMENDED READINGS/LECTURAS RECOMENDADAS

Abalos, David.  1986.  Latinos in the United States: The Sacred and the Political.  Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press.

Díaz-Stevens, Ana María.  1993.  Oxcart Catholicism On Fifth Avenue: The Impact of the Puerto Rican Migration upon the Archdiocese of New York.  Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press.

Espinosa, Gaston, Virgilio Elizondo, and Jesse Miranda.  2005.  Latino Religions and Civic Activism in the United States.  United States: Oxford University Press.

Isasi-Díaz, Ada María.  1993.  En La Lucha: Elaborating a Mujerista Theology.  Minneapolis: Fortress Press.

Lincoln, C. Eric.  1992.  Race, Religion and the Continuing American Dilemma, Hill and Wang (Sixth 

Edition).

McGuire, Meredith.  1994  
“Linking Theory and Methodology for the Study of Latino Religiosity in the Unites States Context.”  In An Enduring Flame: Studies on Latino Popular Religiosity, Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo and Ana María Díaz-Stevens (editors), pp. 191-203.  New York: Buildner Center for Western Hemispheres Studies.

-----2001.  Religion: The Social Context, Wadsworth Publishing Company.

McNamara, Patrick H.  1995.  “Assumptions, Theories and Methods in the Study of Latino Religion After Twenty-Five Years.” In Old Masks, New Faces: Religion and Latino Identities, Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo and Gilbert R. Cadena (editors), pp. 23-32.  New York: Buildner Center for Western Hemispheres 

Studies.

Maduro, Otto.  2005.   Religion and Social Conflicts.  Wipf & Stock Publishers  originally published with Orbis Books in 1982.
Peña, Milagros.  2007.  Latina Activists Across Borders: Women’s Grassroots Organizing in Mexico and Texas, Duke University Press.


------2003.  “Latinas, Border Realities, Empowerment, and Faith-based Organizations,” in Michele Dillon (Editor) Handbook for the Sociology of Religion, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003 pp. 400-411.

------1998.  Latina Religious Practice: Analyzing Cultural Dimensions in Measures of Religiosity, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 37 (4):620-635, with Lisa M. Frehill.


----1997.  “Border Crossings: Sociological Analysis and the Latina and Latino Religious Experience,” Journal of Hispanic/Latino Theology, Volume 4, No. 3: 13-27.

Roof, Wade Clark and William McKinney.  1987.  American Mainline Religion.  New Jersey: Rutgers University Press.

Sanchez Walsh, Arlene.  2003.  Latino Pentecostal Identity.  New York:  Columbia University Press.

Wood, Richard.  2002.  Faith in Action: Religion, Race, and Democratic Organizing in America (Morality and Society Series).  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
COURSE SCHEDULE:

FIRST WEEK
First Monday: Theme:  The Sociological Lens
The readings begin to lay out a sociological understanding of religion in the U.S. context.
Previous reading requirements: Hondagneu-Sotelo Chapters 1 & 7.
First Tuesday: Theme:  Latino/a churches in History
The readings focus on religion in colonial and conquest as background to understanding the emergence and importance of Latino/a churches in the U.S.
Previous reading requirements: Sandoval Chapters 1-4.
First Wednesday/: : Theme:  Latino/a churches in History

The readings focus on the Civil Rights movement period and its significance for Latino/a churches in the U.S.
Previous reading requirements: Sandoval Chapters 5 & 6.
First Thursday: Theme:  The Churches and Immigrants
Readings focus on Latino/a churches roots in immigrant ministries.
Previous reading requirements: Sandoval Chapter 7; and, Hondagneu-Sotelo Chapter 8.
First Friday: Theme:  The U.S. Borderlands, a Site for Understanding the Complexity of Community, Institutions, and Identity.
Brief description:  The readings explore a focus on the U.S. Borderlands as a multifaceted place for Latino/a struggles within U.S. society and culture.
Previous reading requirements:  Sandoval Chapter 8; and, Hondagneu-Sotelo Chapter 2.
***Assignments due today (First Friday): Your week’s journal entries

SECOND WEEK/SEGUNDA SEMANA

Second Monday: Theme: The U.S. Borderlands, a Site for Understanding the Complexity of Community, Institutions, and Identity (continued).
Previous reading requirements: Hondagneu-Sotelo Chapter 9 & 11.
Second Tuesday/Segundo Martes: Theme: The Latino/a Social Context and the Churches’ Call to Action
Brief description:  These readings focus on various church responses to calls for social ministries and inspiration for the calls to act.
Previous reading requirements:  Hernandez et. al. pgs. 11-36.
Second Wednesday/Segundo Miércoles: Theme: The Latino/a Social Context and the Churches’ Call to Action (continued).
Previous reading requirements:   Hernandez et. al. pgs. 105-152
Second Thursday/Segundo Jueves: Theme: Latino/a Churches as Social Capital for the Community.
Previous reading requirements:   Hernandez et. al. pgs. 153-183.
Second Friday/Segundo Viernes: Theme:  Final thoughts and a Moment for Synthesis
Brief description:  The reading and class lecture will focus on synthesizing the readings and class lecture and engaging the potential for interdisciplinary and interfaith engagements. (Last day of classes: only ONE hour in the MORNING period)
Previous reading requirements: Hondagneu-Sotelo Chapter 10
Assignments due today: Second week’s journal entries and papers for those registered for 3 credits and/or at the doctoral level.
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