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Course Description:

Generally put, liberation theologies are modes of theological discourse that think over the meaning and purpose of religious thought and practice by placing attention on the non-subjects of history—that is, on those who have been denied voice, fair treatment, equity, and positive identity in history.  Although the liberation theology movement is a global one, the United States has been the birthplace of a number of impressive liberation theologies.  This course examines the emergence and development of some of these, including African American/Black theologies, Feminist theologies, Hispanic/Latino(a) theologies, and Ecological theologies among others.  It also examines the implications of the summons of these theologies for theological reflection, church ministry, and religious practice more widely. 
Goals of the Course:

1. To foster a better understanding of what liberation theology is.

2. To acquaint participants with the historical unfolding, emphases, and characteristics of some of the U.S. based theologies of liberation.
3. To explore the possibilities of a liberative theology in the current U.S. context.
Main Texts to be Used:

1. Christian Smith, The Emergence of Liberation Theology: Radical Religion and Social Movement Theory (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991).

2. Leonardo Boff and Clodovis Boff, Introducing Liberation Theology (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1993).

3. Anthony B. Pinn and Benjamin Valentin, editors, The Ties that Bind: African American and Hispanic American/Latino(a) Theologies in Dialogue (New York: Continuum, 2001).

4. James Cone and Gayraud Wilmore, editors, Black Theology: A Documentary History - Two Volumes - (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1993).

5. Benjamin Valentin, Mapping Public Theology: Beyond Culture, Identity, and Difference (Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International, 2002).

6. Judith Plaskow and Carol Christ, Woman Spirit Rising (San Francisco: Harper, 1992).

7. Dieter Hessel, editor, After Nature’s Revolt: Eco-Justice and Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992). 
Requirements:

1. Faithful attendance to class sessions.
2. Students are expected to have read the required readings for the first two class meetings before the start of the course. 

3. Students will write a final paper of approximately 12-15 double spaced pages that explores one of the following options: either (1) A listing and examination of some of the difficulties that liberation theology faces in the current U.S. social and/or ecclesiastical context, along with an exploratory proposal of ways in which a liberation theology or a liberationist form of ministry may be carried out today; or (2) a review and assessment of the thought of a liberation theologian—this can be either a theologian discussed in class or one that was not considered during the class. Doctoral students in the class will be asked to extend the length of their essays to approximately 15-18 double spaced pages. This final writing assignment can be turned in on the last day of class, but is due no later than two weeks after the last day of class—that is, by July 25th.  
Grading Criteria:

A student’s final grade is in part determined by attendance to class sessions.  Students are allowed one absence without penalty.  A second absence will lower the students grade by a full grade (an “A” paper becomes a “B” paper, a “B” paper becomes a “C” paper, etc.)  More than two absences eliminates possibility of credit for the course.
Beyond this, the student’s grade will be determined by the quality of the final paper.  It is expected that students will make reference to at least six scholarly sources in the development of their essays, and at least three of these should be sources that were not employed in or read for class purposes.  Furthermore, these papers should also incorporate the following four basic qualities of solid academic work: 1) Demonstration of an emphatic understanding of the content of used resources—this means that your essays should not only be well researched—through the use of assigned readings, class obtained information, and other sources—but also that they should be able to provide a fair description and a clear understanding of the texts and/or resources used within them. This is apparent in the ability to describe and discuss precisely and accurately what an author has written or a speaker has said. 2) Clear critical thinking—this involves the ability to recognize the potential limits or shortcomings either of the views of an engaged author or of your own viewpoint, and the capacity to acknowledge the possibility of different points of view. 3) Creativity that moves beyond reporting someone else’s ideas—this implies the willingness and ability to find and articulate your own voice or perspective on the subject, either by way of the questioning and evaluation of the perspectives of others or the offering of unique insights; the pointing up of correlations between two or more ideas; or the development of a position or opinion. 4) Good grammar, spelling, and form—this includes clear communication of ideas; good organization and cohesion of thoughts; a proper and consistent form of citation; and the proofreading of your essays for good punctuation and the like. Keep in mind that your reader(s) should not have to guess what you mean—help them by speaking and writing clearly and well. 
Course Schedule
(First Week)

First Monday - (June 30): 
What is Liberation Theology? Tracing the Emergence and  




  
Unfolding of the Liberation Theology Movement



  
Reading Assignment: Smith, The Emergence of Liberation




Theology (Chapter 1).





Boff, Introducing Liberation Theology (Chapter 5). 
First Tuesday - (July 1): 
What is Liberation Theology? Recognizing the Core 





Characteristics of Liberation Theologies





Reading Assignment: Smith, The Emergence of Liberation




Theology (Chapters 2 and 3).





Boff, Introducing Liberation Theology (Chapters 1-4). 
First Wednesday - (July 2): 
“But She Said:” Feminist Theologies of Liberation

                                       
  Reading Assignment: Plaskow and Christ, Woman Spirit




  Rising (Introduction; Valerie Saiving, “The Human

  Situation;” Mary Daly, “After the Death of God The

  Father;” Elaine Pagels, “What Became of God the

  Mother?” Judith Plaskow, “The Coming of Lilith;” and

  Carol Christ “Why Women Need the Godess.”)
First Thursday – (July 3):
“There Breathes a Hope:” African American/Black




  Theologies of Liberation






  Reading Assignment: Pinn and Valentin, The Ties that 




  Bind (Chapters 1, 4, and 8).





  Cone and Wilmore, Black Theology –Volume 1- 





  (Introduction, Chapters 1-4, 8-10, and 34).  From Volume 




  2, (Introduction, Chapters 2, 5, 6, and 19-21).
First Friday – (July 4):
“En La Lucha:” Hispanic/Latino(a) Theologies of




  Liberation





  Reading Assignment: Pinn and Valentin, The Ties that




  Bind (Chapters 2, 3, and 7).





  Valentin, Mapping Public Theology, (Introduction, and 





  Chapters 1 and 2).
(Second Week)

Second Monday – (July 7):
“And I Saw a New Earth:” Ecological Theologies of




  Liberation




  Reading Assignment: Hessel, After Nature’s Revolt,




  (Introduction, and Chapters 1-6, 9&10).
Second Tuesday – (July 8):
“Let Justice Roll:” Other Emergent Theologies of 





  Liberation





  Reading Assignment: Achiel Peelman, Christ Is A Native 




  American (Chapter 6).*




  Giles Hibbert, “Gay Liberation in Relation to Christian 





  Liberation,” in Towards a Theology of Gay Liberation.*




  Brett Webb-Mitchell, Unexpected Guests At God’s




  Banquet: Welcoming People with Disabilities Into the




  Church (Chapter 5).*
Second Wednesday – (July 9):“Where Do We Go From Here?” Assessing the Current





  State of Liberation Theology





  Reading Assignment: Ivan Petrella, The Future of 





  Liberation Theology: An Argument and Manifesto 





  (Chapters 1 and 2).* 

  Valentin, Mapping Public Theology (Chapters 3 and 4).

Second Thursday – (July 10):
Liberation Theology and New Models of the Church





Reading Assignment: Curt Cadorette, editor, Liberation




Theology An Introductory Reader (Chapters 12, 14, & 




15).*





Miguel De La Torre, editor, Handbook of U.S. Theologies





Of Liberation (Chapter 5).* 
Second Friday – (July 11):
Concluding Analysis and Discussion
*The appearance of an asterisk indicates that this reading assignment does not come from one of the required textbooks.  These additional reading materials can be looked up by the students, and/or will be placed on reserve during the two week course.
