Dr. Virgilio Elizondo & Dr. Timothy Matovina: Maria de Galilea, Maria de
Latinoameérica.

Maria de Nazaret ha sido una hermana en la fe para millones de creyentes en los
veinte siglos del Cristianismo. Maria fue una mujer piadosa judia cuya vida era una
jornada de fe. Los cuatro evangelios le presentan en formas distintas, desde Marcos
quien le ve como madre inquieta por su hijo, hasta Juan quien le entiende como
simbolo de la comunidad de fe. Desde la Biblia hasta hoy también Maria ha sido
presente en la vida cotidiana de muchos cristianos, acompafiando a las mujeres, los
pobres, los marginados y muchos mas. Esta clase examina Maria en el contexto de
Galilea del primer siglo, en la Biblia, y en la fe cristiana, con enfoque particular en
las comunidades latinas de América.

Dr. Milagros Pefia: Latina/o Churches in the U.S. Social Context

In this course Latina/o churches will be looked as institutions that can influence and
be influenced by the larger society. In this analysis, religion is seen as an agent of
social change and also as a mechanism of social control in its promotion of
patriarchy and the limiting leadership roles it affords women. The primary focus of
the course will be upon a sociological analysis of Latino/a churches in the U.S.
Latina/o context. Issues addressed will include: major theoretical paradigms
employed in the sociological analysis of religion, patterns of religious participation,
the role of religious institutions in society with an emphasis on the sociology of the
Latina/o church, and the interrelationships among religion, politics, public issues,
prejudice, and community empowerment. The purpose of the course is: to reflect
upon religion in its social context and to understand the intricate relations of religion,
culture, and society.

Dr. Benjamin Valentin — U.S. Liberation Theologies and the Churches: An
Interpretive and Comparative Approach

Generally put, liberation theologies are modes of theological discourse that think
over the meaning and purpose of religious thought and practice by placing attention
on the non-subjects of history—that is, on those who have been denied voice, fair
treatment, equity, and positive identity in history. Although the liberation theology
movement is a global one, the United States has been the birthplace of a number of
impressive liberation theologies. This course examines the emergence and
development of some of these, including African American/Black theologies,
Feminist theologies, Hispanic/Latino(a) theologies, and Ecological theologies among
others. It also examines the implications of the summons of these theologies for
theological reflection, church ministry, and religious practice more widely.

Dra. Nancy Bedford - Cristologias contemporaneas: problematicas y
propuestas




En esta materia exploraremos algunas propuestas cristologicas recientes. Nos
concentraremos principalmente en la produccion cristologica latinoamericana y
caribefia. Prestaremos especial atencién a la cristologia de Jon Sobrino, sin olvidar
la reciente Notificatio del Vaticano concerniente a su cristologia, asi como la
reaccion a la misma en América Latina y Espafia. También nos ocuparemos de
manera particular de las cristologias “hechas por mujeres” en América Latina. La
consigna central ser4, pues, dar cuenta de la cristologia contemporanea desde un
lugar teoldgico latinoamericano y caribefio. Nos preguntaremos: ¢ cuales son las
principales preguntas de las cristologias latinoamericanas actuales? ¢De qué
manera echan luz sobre las cristologias enraizadas en otras latitudes, y en especial
a las teologias latinas norteamericanas?

Dr. Hjamil Martinez-Vasquez - Understanding the religious history of the U.S.
Latina/o community

U.S. Latinas/os are not a homogenous group, and for that matter it is important to
use multiple ways of understanding in the study of this group. Among this
minoritized ethnic group there are various religious traditions and experiences
represented, not just one. In this course, we are going take a look at methods,
theories, themes, and historical representations that help us understand the role of
religion among the Latino/a community in the United States. This course will be run
in a seminar style. | do not see myself as an instructor but as a facilitator. In this
sense, you and | will be working together in order to reach the objectives of the
course. Since it is a discussion course, | will come to class ready to critically engage
the material, and | will expect you to do the same. A complete preparation includes
a critical look at all of these aspects and the discussion of them, in order to obtain
not one but multiple additional perspectives among the participants of the class.

Dr. Emilio G. Chévez: Jesus como salvador en el evangelio de Marcos

Este curso, “Jesus como salvador en el evangelio de Marcos,” es un estudio biblico-
teologico del “evangelio segun Marcos” desde el punto de vista de coOmo presenta a
Jesus. El punto de partida seré las expectativas mesianicas del judaismo de la
época y la presentacion que hace Marcos del “incidente del Templo” (Mc 11:15-17).
De ahi pasamos a la persona de Jesus: quién es y cOmo se manifiesta, explorando
con cierta profundidad alusiones o referencias al “Hijo del hombre,” al “Siervo
Sufriente” e incluso al “sumo sacerdote escatoldgico,” todo lo cual nos involucra con
Qumran y la literatura intertestamental (o “apocrifos del Antiguo Testamento”). El
método se basa principalmente en analisis linguistico y acercamientos “candnico-
teologicos.”

Dr. Mayra Rivera — Teologias poscoloniales y feministas

Este curso provee una introduccién a las teologias postcoloniales y postcoloniales-
feministas. Para propositos de este curso, el término “postcolonial’ no designa un
periodo historico en particular ni el fin de las estructuras coloniales, sino una
perspectiva critica que analiza, interroga e intenta desplazar las bases ideologicas
del imperialismo y el patriarcado. En tanto que la teologia esta siempre relacionada




al lenguaje, los simbolos y los sistemas de valores de las culturas en que se
produce, la critica postcolonial tiene profunda relevancia para la teologia.

El curso incluye la discusion critica de algunos textos tedricos que definen
conceptos claves usados en la critica postcolonial, asi como ejemplos de teologias
constructivas postcoloniales y postcoloniales-feministas. La clase asume un
conocimiento basico de teologia.

Dr. Robert D. Maldonado — An Introduction to the Prophetic Books

This course will introduce some of the “writing” prophets in Israel from the eighth to
the sixth centuries BCE. The focus will be on the intersection between literary
structures of the texts as well as their social contexts with those of the contemporary
world. From our particular vantage points, we will situate their work in relation to the
various institutions of prophecy rooted in the federation and monarchic periods.



