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COURSE DESCRIPTION:



Borders and border regions have been the subject of debate by a wide range of voices around the globe.  In the United States, the Mexico-US border, both as a place and as a metaphor, has galvanized much of this discussion and nurtured a rich exchange about what borders are and might be.  The result has been a growth in border studies.  

Although an area of inquiry largely populated by academics in the social sciences and humanities, journalists, and activists of various stripes, recent debates in border studies have brought to light the importance of religion in developing alternative approaches to these regions and their study. To religion we owe ideas about "intercultural dialogue" and the notion of "hosts and guests," for example, which are fast becoming part of the language about borders. 

The purpose of this course is to examine the relationship between borders, border studies and religion.  More specifically we will look at the role religion plays in: the reproduction, maintenance and transformation of borders; the process of border crossing; the construction of identity in multicultural border spaces; and, drawing on the case of the US and Mexico, the rise of alternative paradigms for addressing key issues affecting border regions.  
GOALS OF THIS COURSE: 


The course has two main goals. First, although not necessarily in order of importance, it seeks to introduce concepts and paradigms central to border studies and to provide a place for students to reflect on what role these may play in the study of religion.  While the course will provide information about borders, especially, the US-Mexican border, it aims also to equip students with methodological tools for future reflection on religion and theology, especially in border areas, whether geo-political, socio-cultural or epistemic. Second, it seeks to encourage an exchange among students with regard to the growing centrality of religion in the reproduction, maintenance and transformation of borders; the process of border crossing; the construction of identity in multicultural border spaces; and, drawing on the case of the US and Mexico, the rise of alternative paradigms for addressing some of the most pressing issues affecting border regions.  

REQUIREMENTS:

You should arrive in class ready to participate in the discussion of the assigned reading for the day.  In addition, except for the first session, each class will include a student presentation of the reading.  Students giving presentations will be responsible for critiquing the reading, asking key questions, and leading class discussion.  Finally, you should prepare a paper (on the subject of your choice) of approximately 35 pages, to be turned in on July 27.  This paper counts for 50% of your grade.  In fairness to those who turn in their papers on time, all papers submitted after the due date will automatically drop two grade levels (a paper that is an A- will receive a B, for example).   

GRADING CRITERIA:
Your final grade will depend on the following:

1) Participation in class discussions -- (15%) 

2) Presentation of class reading(s). You will be graded on your critique of the reading, questions you posed to the class, and your direction of class discussion -- (35%)

3) Final paper.  In grading your paper I will consider the development of your argument, organization and originality -- (50%)

MANDATORY READINGS:

Asad, Talal (2008) “The Construction of Religion as an Anthropological Category” In: A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion, 2nd edition.  Michael Lambek, editor. Malden, MA; Oxford; Carlton, Victoria :Blackwell. 

Battistella, Graziano (2008) “Migration and Human Dignity: From Policies of Exclusion to Policies Based on Human Rights”  In: Promised Land, Perilous Journey, Theological Perspectives on Migration.  Notre Dame, Indiana: Notre Dame Press.


Bowie, Fiona (2006) The Anthropology of Religion, an introduction.  Malden, MA; Oxford; Carlton, Victoria :Blackwell. Pp. 62-79

Burke, Kevin (2005) “Thinking about the Church: The Gift of Cultural Diversity to Theology” In: Many Faces, One Church: Cultural Diversity and the American Catholic Experience-.  Peter Phan and Diana Hayes, editors.  Lanham: Sheed and Ward.



Campese, Giaocchino (2006) “Beyond Ethnic and National Imagination: Toward a Catholic Theology of US Immigration” In: Religion and Social Justice for Immigrants.  Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, editor. New Brunswick, New Jersey, London: Rutgers University Press
Donnan, Hastings and Thomas M. Wilson (1999) Borders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation and State. Oxford. New York: Berg. Pp. 1-10, 19-62, 63-79. 

Fornet-Betancourt, Raul (2008) “Hermeneutics and Politics of Strangers:A Philosophical Contribution on the Challenge of Convivencia in Multicultural Societies” In: Promised Land, Perilous Journey, Theological Perspectives on Migration.  Nortre Dame, Indiana: Notre Dame Press.  

Kurien, Prema (1998) “Becoming American by Becoming Hindu: Indian Americans Take Their Place at the Multicultural Table.”  In: Gatherings in Diaspora, Religious Communities and the New Immigration.  R. Stephen Warner and Judith G Wittner, editors. Philadelphia:Temple University Press.

León, Luis (1998) “Born Again in East LA: The Congregation as Border Space”  In: Gatherings in Diaspora, Religious Communities and the New Immigration.  R. Stephen Warner and Judith G Wittner, editors. Philadelphia:Temple University Press.
Martin, David (1997) “Theology and Sociology: The Irish Flaneur’s Account,”  In: New Blackfriars 78 (913): 105-110.

McAlister (1998) “The Madonna of 115th Street Revisited: Vodou and Haitian Catholicism in the Age of Transnationalism”  In: Gatherings in Diaspora, Religious Communities and the New Immigration.  R. Stephen Warner and Judith G Wittner, editors. Philadelphia:Temple University Press.

Vila, Pablo (2005) Border Identifications, Narratvies of Religion, Gender, and Class on the US-Mexico Border.  Austin;U of Texas Press. Pp. 21-109
RECOMMENDED READINGS


Campese, Giaocchino CS and Pietro Ciallella CS (2003) Migration, Religious Experience and Globalization.  New York:Center for Migration Studies.

Geertz, Clifford (2008) “Religion as a Cultural System”  In: A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion, 2nd edition.  Michael Lambek, editor. Malden, MA; Oxford; Carlton, Victoria :Blackwell.

Gill, Jerry H (2003) Borderland Theology. Washington DC: EPICA.

Groody, Daniel and Giaocchino Campese, editors (2008) A Promised Land, A Perilous Journey, Theological Perspectives on Migration.  Notre Dame, Indiana” Notre Dame Press.
Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette (2007) Religion and Social Justice for Migrants.New Brunswick, New Jersey, London: Rutgers University Press.
Maffly-Kipp, Laurie E. (1994) Religion and Society in Frontier Society.  New Haven, London:Yale University Press. 
Vanderwood, Paul (2004) Juan Soldado, Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint. Durham and London:Duke University Press.

Wellmeier, Nancy J. “Santa Eulalia’s People in Exile:Maya Religion, Culture and Identity in Los Angeles”  In: Gatherings in Diaspora, Religious Communities and the New Immigration.  R. Stephen Warner and Judith G Wittner, editors. Philadelphia:Temple University Press.

COURSE SCHEDULE:

FIRST WEEK: Borders and Religion

Monday 6/15/09: Introduction to Course: Borders and Border Studies
This session will focus on various types of borders – geo-political, cultural, religious, epistemic—and on the growing field of border studies. The aim is to arrive at a working language about borders and to prepare us to discuss religion and its importance for borders and border studies.

Donnan, Hastings and Thomas M. Wilson (1999) Borders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation and State. Oxford. New York: Berg. Pp. 1-10, 19-62. 

Asad, Talal (2008) “The Construction of Religion as an Anthropological Category” In: A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion, 2nd edition.  Michael Lambek, editor. Malden, MA; Oxford; Carlton, Victoria :Blackwell.

Martin, David (1997) “Theology and Sociology: The Irish Flaneur’s Account,”  In: New Blackfriars 78 (913): 105-110.

Tuesday 6/16/09: Religion/s and Borders
Today’s discussion will focus on what religion “is” and “does” and its importance for maintaining and transforming borders, both geo-political and cultural. 

Donnan, Hastings and Thomas M. Wilson (1999) Boders: Frontiers of Identity, Nation and State. Oxford. New York: Berg. Pp. 63-79.

Bowie, Fiona (2006) The Anthropology of Religion, an introduction.  Malden, MA; Oxford; Carlton, Victoria :Blackwell. Pp. 62-79 
Wednesday 6/17/09: Religion and the Borders of National Identity
Today we will discuss the first of three cases in which religion plays a role in crossing borders of national and cultural identity.  

Kurien, Prema (1998) “Becoming American by Becoming Hindu: Indian Americans Take Their Place at the Multicultural Table.”  In: Gatherings in Diaspora, Religious Communities and the New Immigration.  R. Stephen Warner and Judith G Wittner, editors. Philadelphia:Temple University Press.

Thursday 6/18/09: The Power of Religion: navigating the borders of gender and ethnic identities
Drawing on another case of cultural border crossing, this session examines the role religion plays in the ability to cross borders and negotiate ethnic and gender identities.

McAlister (1998) “The Madonna of 115th Street Revisited: Vodou and Haitian Catholicism in the Age of Transnationalism.” In: Gatherings in Diaspora, Religious Communities and the New Immigration.  R. Stephen Warner and Judith G Wittner, editors. Philadelphia:Temple University Press.

Friday 6/19: Bordering Power and Powerlessness
In this session we turn to the US-Mexico border region and discuss the role of religion in the shaping of identity and the reproduction/subversion of powerlessness.  


León, Luis (1998) “Born Again in East LA: The Congregation as Border Space”  In: Gatherings in Diaspora, Religious Communities and the New Immigration.  R. Stephen Warner and Judith G Wittner, editors. Philadelphia:Temple University Press.

SECOND WEEK: Religion and the US-Mexico Border

Monday 6/22/09: The borders of national and religious identity: when Mexican means Catholic   
In this session we look at the role of Catholicism in the construction,  reproduction, and transformation of Mexican identity on the US-Mexican border.

Vila, Pablo (2005) Border Identifications, Narratvies of Religion, Gender, and Class on the US-Mexico Border.  Austin;U of Texas Press. Pp. 21-56
Tuesday 6/23/09: The borders of national and religious identity: when Mexican means Protestant. In this session we look at the role of Protestantism in the construction, reproduction and transformation of  Mexican identity on the US-Mexican border.

Vila, Pablo (2005) Border Identifications, Narratvies of Religion, Gender, and Class on the US-Mexico Border.  Austin;U of Texas Press. Pp. 57-109

Wednesday 6/24/09: Religion and Diversity

This session begins a three day discussion of contemporary issues germane to the US-Mexico Border and of the role of religion.  Today we will look at cultural diversity.

Fornet-Betancourt, Raul (2008) “Hermeneutics and Politics of Strangers:A Philosophical Contribution on the Challenge of Convivencia in Multicultural Societies” In: Promised Land, Perilous Journey, Theological Perspectives on Migration.  Nortre Dame, Indiana: Notre Dame Press.  

Burke, Kevin (2005) “Thinking about the Church: The Gift of Cultural Diversity to Theology” In: Many Faces, One Church: Cultural Diversity and the American Catholic Experience-.  Peter Phan and Diana Hayes, editors.  Lanham: Sheed and Ward.

Thursday 6/25/09: Religion and Immigration
Today we will focus on immigration and the role of religion, as faith, practice and institutional presence.  
Battistella, Graziano (2008) “Migration and Human Dignity: From Policies of Exclusion to Policies Based on Human Rights”  In: Promised Land, Perilous Journey, Theological Perspectives on Migration.  Notre Dame, Indiana: Notre Dame Press.  

Campese, Giaocchino (2006) “Beyond Ethnic and National Imagination: Toward a Catholic Theology of US Immigration” In: Religion and Social Justice for Immigrants.  Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, editor. New Brunswick, New Jersey, London: Rutgers University Press.

Friday 6/26/09 – Viernes 26/06/09: Building Humane Borders 

In this last session we will discuss the idea of humane borders, as a concept and possible reality, in light of the assigned reading for the day and previous class readings and discussions. 

Hoover, Robin (2008) “The Story of Humane Borders” In: Promised Land, Perilous Journey, Theological Perspectives on Migration.  Notre Dame, Indiana: Notre Dame Press.  

Page 2 of 7

