HISPANIC SUMMER PROGRAM/PROGRAMA HISPANO DE VERANO

XXI SESSION/XXI SESIÓN

JUNE 13-26, 2009 / 13 al 26 DE JUNIO DEL 2009
PERKINS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Dallas, Texas

Leyendo entre los Testamentos: (Latino) Diaspora Identity
and the Old Testament Apocrypha
Timothy J. Sandoval

Chicago Theological Seminary
2:00-5:00 p.m.
COURSE DESCRIPTION/DESCRIPCIÓN DEL CURSO:

Este curso se concentra en los temas históricos, literarios y teológicos que emergen de la lectura de varios de los llamados Apócrifos de entre los textos bíblicos.  La clase, sin embargo, dará especial atención a las maneras en que tales textos negocian los problemas y posibilidades de la identidad judía en el contexto diaspórico en el cual ellos surgen y al cual se hablan.  Estudiaremos los libros bíblicos en traducción así como importante literatura académica secundaria sobre los Apócrifos.  Además, para subrayar la actual relevancia de textos antiguos y para hacerles nuevas preguntas a los mismos, leeremos trabajos actuales tanto literarios como académicos que exploran asuntos de la identidad latin@/hispan@ en el mundo moderno.

As a mirror of, and experiment in, Diaspora living, options for required readings will be available in Spanish and English; written assignments may be completed in Spanish or English, and contributions to class discussions may be offered in Spanish or English (or Spanglish). The class as a whole will take responsibility for any “translation” work that may be required among and between us and for bringing our experiences into critical dialogue with class readings and topics.
GOALS OF THIS COURSE/OBJETIVOS DE ESTE CURSO: 
To gain an overview of the content of the Old Testament Apocrypha and to understand the various critical issues associated with the interpretation of this literature by considering how the various texts negotiate questions of Jewish identity (its construction and maintenance) within the context of the ancient Jewish Diaspora. 

Con este propósito, el curso traerá a colación la antigua literatura Judía en dialogo con expresiones culturales (literatura, música, reflejos académicos) del diáspora Latino en Norte América, especialmente la experiencia mexicana-americana.

REQUIREMENTS/REQUISITOS:


On time completion of all reading and writing assignments, full participation in class discussions.

1. Reading Assignments; See below

2. Written/Oral Assignments: 

Antes/Before
1. 20% of Grade Masters/10% PhD
One 5-7 page reflection on Sandra Cisneros’s Caramelo, Part I. This reflection should note the various ways the novel reflects Latin@ Diaspora experience. You should allude to specific instances in the novel (give page numbers!) and describe in what ways the characters in the novel and the novel itself reflect and attempt to negotiate or “work out” a diasporic identity. What challenges and possibilities exist? What advantages and disadvantages? How do these matters correspond or reflect your own Diaspora experiences? What have you learned about the Diaspora experience of others? PhD students will write a 5-page critical book review of John J. Collins’ Between Athens and Jerusalem: Jewish Identity in Hellenistic Diaspora.
Vamos a traer Caramelo en dialogo con la literatura de la antigua diáspora Judía y por eso este reflejo también debería servir como sus notas o “recuerdos” del contenido del Caramelo para nuestras discusiones en clase durante las dos semanas del curso. Aparte de los aspectos de Caramelo que Uds. notan en este reflejo escrito y obligatorio, los estudiantes deberían ser animados a destacar en las paginas de sus textos, o en un cuaderno (recuerden de anotar los números de pagina), otros aspectos de Caramelo para ayudarnos a recordar mas de la Novela que puede ser relevante a nuestras discusiones en clase. 

Due: First Day of Class

2. 10% of Grade Masters/5% PhD
A short (not more than cinco minutos) or small example of something you believe represents Diaspora cultural production (e.g., a song, a poem, food, clothing, movie clip, etc.). Be able to explain within a few minutes why you believe what you share with the class is an example of Diaspora cultural production. (Podría ser que Uds. quieran completar las lecturas “pre-clase,” unas de las cuales ayudan a explicar la idea de Diáspora y la vida diasporica, antes de que decidan cual ejemplo compartirán con la clase).

Due: First Day of Class

During/Mientras
1. 25% of Grade Masters/15% PhD
Participation in Class Discussion and Exercises.
Due: Every Class Session
2. 25% of Grade/15% PhD
Eight 3-page reflections on daily readings; see the Calendario del Curso for descriptions of the content of these assignments.

Due: Eight Class Sessions (See Calendario del Curso)

After/Después
1. 25% of Grade Masters Students Only: 

A final project that critically reflects on your own, or your community’s (e.g., Church’s) experience with Diaspora and Diaspora possibilities and problems (e.g., intergenerational strife, questions of identity in relation to a dominant culture) in light of the literature of the ancient Jewish Diaspora. That is, you should ask, “What have I learned about, and from, the ancient Jewish Diaspora texts that might shed insight on my own experience or the experience of my community, or Diaspora communities I know?” 

Deben utilizar por lo menos tres de los textos antiguos que vamos a estudiar y también Caramelo. Por supuesto pueden relacionar otros de los textos primarios y secundarios que también examinaremos.
This assignment may be completed as a 10 page critical-reflective essay. Or it may be completed as a project (e.g., sermon series on the Apocrypha or a series of lesson plans for a Bible study, or even a short story). 

Due July 15, 2009 (Submit electronically as Email attachment)
2. 20% of Grade PhD Students Only:
An 8-10 page critical review of Barclay’s treatment of questions of Jewish identity in light of Gilroy’s text (See Mandatory Readings below). You must sketch the argument of each text and suggest how Gilroy’s theoretical insights and study of the African Diaspora might enhance, correct or further  Barclay’s work in this area. 

Due July 30, 2009 (Submit electronically as Email attachment)

3. 35% of Grade PhD Students Only  

A research paper on a topic related to the themes of this course (e.g., the ancient Jewish Apocrypha, questions of Diaspora and identity, some combination of the two). The precise topic should be discussed with, and must have the approval of, the instructor.

Due August 15, 2009 (Submit electronically as Email attachment)

NOTE: Any assignment turned in late will be graded down 1/3 of a grade (e.g., A to A-; B+ to B) each day it is late. No assignment will be accepted after 5 days except in exceptional cases (e.g., serious illness). In such instances students should communicate with the instructor as soon as possible.

GRADING CRITERIA/CRITERIOS DE EVALUACIÓN:

The following criteria will be considered when grading:

Participación en clase: Participar regularmente en las discusiones en la clase; Mostrar interés significativo con los materiales del curso y las contribuciones de otros miembros de la clase.

Reflection papers and final essay/project (Masters): Demonstration of fair and thoughtful engagement with the material, including adequate responses to questions posed by the instructor; professional presentation (e.g., adequate documentation of sources cited [usually simply page numbers]; clear written expression; bibliographies presented in standard format); clear and adequate execution of the task you set yourself (e.g., Bible study lesson plan, sermon, academic essay).

Critical Review and Final Research Paper (PhD): Evidence of clear and thoughtful academic engagement with the material at an advanced level; professional presentation (adequate documentation and referencing of secondary sources; clear presentations; standard bibliographies); etc.
MANDATORY READINGS/LECTURAS OBLIGATORIAS

Before/Antes

1. Cisneros, Sandra, Caramelo Part I (New York: Random House, 2002); available in English and Spanish
2. Rivera-Rodriguez, Luis R. “Toward a Diaspora Hermeneutics,” Character Ethics and the Old Testament: Moral Dimensions of Scripture (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2007), 169-89.  (Only available in English)
PhD:
1. Collins, John J. Between Athens and Jerusalem: Jewish Identity in Hellenistic Diaspora (2nd Edition; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000)

During/Mientras
1. The Bible with Apocrypha (e.g., New Revised Standard Version [NRSV] with Apocrypha); as assigned below


OR

1a. La Biblia con Apócrifo (e.g., Biblia de Jerusalén [BJ]; La Biblia de Nuestro Pueblo [BNP] ), as assigned below

2. Charlesworth, James A. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, vol. 2 (New York: Doubleday, 1985), as assigned below [hereafter OTP]

OR

2a. Diez Macho, Alejandro, Apócrifos del Antiguo Testamento, vols. 1-3 (Ediciones Cristiandad, Madrid 1984), as assigned below  [hereafter AAT]
3. Newsom, Carol A. and Sharon H. Ringe, eds. The Women’s Bible Commentary with Apocrypha (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1998), as assigned below [hereafter WBC]

OR

3a. Aranda Pérez, G. y  F. García Martínez y M. Pérez Fernández, Literatura judía intertestamentaria (Navarra: Verbo Divino, 1996), as assigned below [hereafter LJI]
3b. Vílchez Lindez, José, Tobías y Judit (Navarra: Verbo Divino, 2000), as assigned below
Después/After
1.  Caramelo, Part II (Recommended: Caramelo Part III)
PhD:

1. Barclay, J. M. G. Jews in the Mediterranean Diaspora from Alexander to Trajan (Edinburgh, 1996)
2. Gilroy, Paul, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1993)
RECOMMENDED READINGS/LECTURAS RECOMENDADAS

Braziel, Jana Evans and Anita Mannur, ed., Theorizing Diaspora: A Reader (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003)

Cohen, Robin, Global Diasporas: An Introduction (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997)
Collins, John J. Between Athens and Jerusalem: Jewish Identity in Hellenistic Diaspora (2nd Edition; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000)

De Silva, David A. Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002)

Gruen, Erich S. Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2002), esp. Section 1

Harrington, Daniel, Invitation to the Apocrypha (Grand Rapids Eerdmans, 1999)

Humphreys, W.L. “A Lifestyle for the Diaspora: A Study of the Tales of Esther and Daniel”, JBL 93 (1973): 211-23.
Johnson, Kevin R.  How Did You Get to Be a Mexican? A White/Brown Man’s Search for Identity (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1999)
Miller, Tom, ed. Writing on the Edge: a borderlands reader (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2003)
Segovia, Fernando F. ed., Interpreting beyond Borders (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000) 

VanderKam, James C. An Introduction to Early Judaism (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001)
Vasquez, Richard, Chicano: A Novel (New York: Doubleday, 1970); available in Spanish and English
COURSE SCHEDULE/CALENDARIO DEL CURSO:

FIRST WEEK/PRIMERA SEMANA
Monday 6/15/09 – Lunes 15/6/09: Theme/Tema: Thinking About Diaspora: Ancient and Modern

Brief description/breve descripción: 


Introduction to the course and syllabus; development of a framework 
for our reflection on the literature of the ancient Jewish Diaspora and


its possible contemporary relevance.

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


Cisneros, Caramelo, Part I

Rivera-Rodriguez, 169-89
WBC, 263-64
Or


LJI, 245-70 [cf. AAT, I: 27-66; 95-116]
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:


A 5-7 page reflection on Caramelo 


Prepare your example of Latin@ Diaspora production (e.g., music, 
film clip, short poem, etc.)


PhD students: Critical book review of Collins, Between Athens and 
Jerusalem

Tuesday 6/16/09 – Martes 16/6/09: Theme/Tema: “Historical” Writing in Diaspora: 1 Esdras
Brief description/breve descripción: 

How and why “history” is (re) written in a Diaspora context; 


Identification of the problems and possibilities of Jewish life in the 
Diaspora; 



Contemporary reflections. 

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


1 Esdras [NRSV] / 3 Esdras [AAT II: 453-78] 

Briefly review Ezra and Nehemiah, from

the Bible

WBC, 265-66

Or


AAT II: 445-51 [cf. LJI, 333-34; 340-41]
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:
Un reflejo de tres paginas sobre como 3 Esdras refleja la vida Judía en la Diáspora: ¿Que problemas y posibilidades destaca? ¿Cómo construye la identidad Judía? ¿Cuales conexiones aprecian entre este texto y Caramelo?

Wednesday 6/17/09 – Miércoles 17/6/09: Theme/Tema: Diaspora Short Stories I: Judith

Brief description/breve descripción: 

Como y porque cuentos (y la “historia verdadera”) son contados en un 
contexto de Diáspora; 

Identificación de los problemas y posibilidades de la vida Judía en la 
diáspora; 

Reflejos contemporáneos.
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Judith [NRSV] / Judit [BJ or BNP]

WBC, 279-85

Or

Vilchez Lindez, 231; 233-48
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:
A 3-page reflection on how Judith reflects Jewish life in the Diaspora, what problems and possibilities it highlights, how it constructs Jewish identity, connections/insights you discern between this text and Caramelo.

Thursday 6/18/09 – Jueves 18/6/09: Theme/Tema: Diaspora Short Stories III: Letter of Aristeas

Brief description/breve descripción: 

How and why stories (and “history) are told in a Diaspora context; 

Identification of the problems and possibilities of Jewish life in the Diaspora; 

Contemporary reflections.
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


Letter of Aristeas [OTP: 12-34] / Carta de Aristeas [AAT II: 19-63]

OTP, 7-11


Or

AAT II: 11-18 [cf. LIJ, 395-99]
Assignments for the weekend/Asignación para el fin de semana:
A 3-page reflection on how Aristeas reflects Jewish life in the Diaspora, what problems and possibilities it highlights, how it constructs Jewish identity, connections/insights you discern between this text and Caramelo.

Friday 6/19/09 – Viernes 19/6/09: Theme/Tema: Diaspora Short Stories III: 3 Maccabees
Brief description/breve descripción: 

Como y porque cuentos (y la “historia verdadera”) son contados en un 
contexto de Diáspora; 


Identificación de los problemas y posibilidades de la vida Judía en la 
diáspora; 


Reflejos contemporáneos.

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


3 Maccabees [NRSV] / 3 Macabeos [AAT II: 487-503]
WBC, 326-29
Or

AAT II: 481-86 [cf. LIJ, 399-401]
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:

A 3 page reflection on how 3 Maccabees reflects Jewish life in the 
Diaspora, what problems and possibilities it highlights, how it 
constructs Jewish identity, connections/insights you discern between 
this text and Caramelo.

SECOND WEEK/SEGUNDA SEMANA

Monday 6/22/09 – Lunes 22/06/09: Theme/Tema: Diaspora Short Stories IV: Tobit

Brief description/breve descripción:

Como y porque cuentos (y la “historia verdadera”) son contados en un 
contexto de Diáspora; 


Identificación de los problemas y posibilidades de la vida Judía en la 
Diáspora; 


Reflejos contemporáneos.

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


Tobit [NRSV] / Tobías [BJ or BNP]
WBC, 272-78
Or

Vilchez Lindez, 25; 27-44
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:

A 3 page reflection on how Tobit reflects Jewish life in the Diaspora, 
what problems and possibilities it highlights, how it constructs Jewish 
identity, connections/insights you discern between this text and 
Caramelo.

Tuesday 6/23/09 – Martes 23/06/09: Theme/Tema: Diaspora Philosophical Reflection: 4 Maccabees
Brief description/breve descripción: 

Jewish diasporic appropriation of the intellectual traditions of the dominant culture; 

Identification of the problems and possibilities of Jewish life in the Diaspora; 

Contemporary reflections.
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


4 Maccabees [NRSV] / 4 Macabeos [AAT II: 137-60]
WBC, 330-34
Or
AAT III: 121-35 [cf. LIJ, 401-404]
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:

Un reflejo de tres paginas sobre como 4 Macabeos refleja la vida 
Judía en la Diáspora: ¿Que problemas y posibilidades destaca? 
¿Cómo construye la identidad Judía? ¿Cuales conexiones aprecian 
entre este texto y Caramelo?

Wednesday 6/24/09 – Miércoles 24/06/09: Theme/Tema: Diaspora Short Stories V: Joseph and Aseneth

Brief description/breve descripción:

How and why stories (and “history) are told in a Diaspora context,
identifying the problems and possibilities of Jewish life in the Diaspora; 
contemporary reflections.
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


Joseph and Aseneth [OTP: 202-47] / José y Asenet [AAT III: 209-38]
OTP, 177-201

Or

AAT III: 191-208 [cf. LIJ, 404-409]
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:
A 3-page reflection on how Joseph and Aseneth reflects Jewish life in the Diaspora, what problems and possibilities it highlights, how it constructs Jewish identity, connections/insights you discern between this text and Caramelo.

Thursday 6/25/09 – Jueves 25/06/09: Theme/Tema: Wisdom in Diaspora: Wisdom of Solomon

Brief description/breve descripción: 


The appropriation and expansion of Israel’s moral teaching in 
Diaspora; 


Identification of the problems and possibilities of Jewish life in the 
Diaspora; 


Contemporary reflections.
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:


Wisdom of Solomon [NRSV] / Sabiduría de Salomón [BJ or BNP]


Proverbs 8 (and sample other passages of Proverbs)


WBC, 293-97

Or

Intor to BJ [925-26] or BNP
Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:

Un reflejo de tres paginas sobre como Sabiduría de Salomón refleja la 
vida Judía en la Diáspora: ¿Que problemas y posibilidades destaca? 
¿Cómo construye la identidad Judía? ¿Cuales conexiones aprecian 
entre este texto y Caramelo?
Friday 6/26/09 – Viernes 26/06/09: Theme/Tema: Catch up and Final Reflections/Final Projects

Brief description/breve descripción: 

Conclude earlier discussions; 

Revisión de aprendizajes principales;


Preparaciones para los proyectos finales (en grupos);

(Estudiantes PhD llevarán las discusiones.)
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

As Necessary

Assignments due today/Asignaciones a entregar hoy:

Esté preparado a compartir con la clase a) los tres aprendizajes que 
han sido los más importantes para Ud. en esta clase durante las 
ultimas dos semanas; b) preguntas que quieren explorar más; c) initial 
thoughts on final essay or project.
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