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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore the history of Roman Catholic and Protestant teachings on the meaning of human sexuality with particular attention to the sexual ethics that have developed in the Christian tradition. Students will engage in a critical analysis of the history of Christian sexual ethics in order to develop the skills to apply Christian ethical criteria toward an understanding of contemporary issues around human sexuality.  The readings, classroom discussion, reflective writings and lectures will provide an opportunity for students to consider how the language, sources and norms of Christian ethics and Catholic Moral Theology may be applied to the contemporary issues around human sexuality and sexual justice confronting our world today.  Students will identify the critical ethical/moral responses to the social justice issues of gender equality, homosexuality, reproductive concerns, HIV/AIDS, and to increase their competency to evaluate competing ethical claims within the Christian tradition.  The work of this course will serve to guide students in their experience of the affective power of the Christian moral tradition in pursuit of sexual justice, leading to a deeper appreciation of the many and diverse responses to the ethical and moral questions of sexuality.
