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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore the history of Roman Catholic and Protestant teachings on the meaning of human sexuality with particular attention to the sexual ethics that have developed in the Christian tradition. Students will engage in a critical analysis of the history of Christian sexual ethics in order to develop the skills to apply Christian ethical criteria toward an understanding of contemporary issues around human sexuality.  The readings, classroom discussion, reflective writings and lectures will provide an opportunity for students to consider how the language, sources and norms of Christian ethics and Catholic Moral Theology may be applied to the contemporary issues around human sexuality and sexual justice confronting our world today.  Students will identify the critical ethical/moral responses to the social justice issues of gender equality, homosexuality, reproductive concerns, HIV/AIDS, and to increase their competency to evaluate competing ethical claims within the Christian tradition.  The work of this course will serve to guide students in their experience of the affective power of the Christian moral tradition in pursuit of sexual justice, leading to a deeper appreciation of the many and diverse responses to the ethical and moral questions of sexuality.

GOALS OF THIS COURSE: 


The work in this course will develop the student’s ability to:

· Analyze the human person as a sexual being created by God
· Interpret various definitions of human sexuality within a Christian framework
· Identify and explain major critiques of secular perspectives on sexuality from the Christian tradition 
· Cultivate a professional vocabulary for articulating and analyzing contemporary issues within Christian sexual ethics: family, sexual orientation, marriage, abortion, celibacy, divorce, sex education, etc.
· Recognize and appreciate the dignity and value of each person’s cultural/religious/sexual identity
· Engage in respectful and non-judgmental dialogue around the issues of human sexuality where the Christian church and secular society conflict and coincide
· Raise critical questions regarding Christian church teaching and human sexuality
GRADING CRITERIA:
· Attendance/Participation (20%): Students will be assessed on the quality and quantity of in-class participation and general engagement in the course, including evidence of completion of reading assignments. All class sessions must be attended for full consideration of participation.

      

· Anonymous Essay (Credit): See below for description.
· Reflective Essays (65%): See below for description.
· Sexual Ethics in the News (15%): See below for description. 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:

All written work is to be handed in typed using Times New Roman 12 point font, with one-inch margins (left and right, top and bottom). All written work must be submitted on the specified due date; the assignment grade will be reduced accordingly when it is handed in late.


1.  Anonymous Essay – Due Date: First Monday class session
“Theologically, we believe that human sexuality, while including God’s gift of the procreative capacity, is most fundamentally the divine invitation to find our destinies not in loneliness but in deep connection…[W]e experience our sexuality as the basic eros of our humanness that urges, invites and lures us out of our loneliness into intimate communication and communion with God and the world…Sexuality, in sum, is the physiological and emotional grounding of our capacities to love.” (James Nelson and Sandra Longfellow, Sexuality and the Sacred)

Description:  In this 3-5 page essay, I invite you to reflect upon your personal experience as a sexual person and its relationship to your faith tradition.  As suggested in the quote above, your experience as a sexual person does not necessarily include physical sexual activity but it does not exclude it either.  Consider how your personal experience as a sexual person has come into conflict with your understanding of the teachings within your religious tradition regarding sexuality.  What feelings emerged as a result: guilt, shame, alienation, exclusion?  Has any resolution/reconciliation occurred?  If you have not experienced your sexuality and your faith tradition in a conflicted way, how have you experienced it? Describe how this experience influences your decisions, actions and motivations as an individual in relationship with others.

The objective of this assignment (on which you will NOT indicate your name) is to give you the opportunity to consider your own experience as a sexual being as a constitutive element of your life, one that informs your decisions, actions and value systems, as well as your relationships to others and God.  Since the goal of this essay is to allow for deeply personal introspection that will allow us to assess honestly the various issues within Christian sexual ethics, I ask that you not include your name on the assignment.  It will be collected in a manner that will maintain the author’s anonymity and returned at the last class session.
Assessment:  Credit for completion

2. Reflective Essays – Due Date: Each class session (except first Monday)

Description: Beginning the first Tuesday, students will be given a passage from the biblical text that reflects the theme of sexual ethics which will be discussed during that session.  Students will be asked a number of questions relating the Scriptural passage to a contemporary issue in sexual ethics, which will be answered in the form of a 3-4 page critical essay that is due at the onset of the following class session.  Students must reference the readings directly in their response.
Assessment:  65% (8% each)
3. Sexual Ethics in the News – Due Date: First Tuesday (second session)
Description: Students will research and present the class with a recent (<12 months) news article (from an appropriate and credible media source such as newspaper, magazine, internet news site) on the subject of sexuality related to any topic that will be covered during the course.  In the form of a 2-3 page short essay, the student will provide a brief summary of the news item and a critical response to it, identifying the ethical dilemma represented in the case and the response of the Christian Church if asked to render a judgment on the case.  These articles will be shared in a group discussion format.

Assessment:  15% 
MANDATORY READINGS
Students will be expected to read the following texts as outlined in the course schedule (below).

De la Torre, Miguel. A Lily among the Thorns: Imagining a New Christian Sexuality (Jossey Bass, 2007)

Delgado, Teresa, “This is My Body: Theological Anthropology Latinamente,” in Frontiers in Catholic Feminist Theology: Shoulder to Shoulder, Susan Abraham and Elena Procario-Foley, eds. (Fortress 2009)
Farley, Margaret. Just Love: A Framework for Christian Sexual Ethics (Continuum 2006)
RECOMMENDED READINGS
Cahill, Lisa. Between the Sexes: Foundations for a Christian Ethics of Sexuality (Fortress 1985)
_________. Sex, Gender and Christian Ethics (Cambridge University Press, 1996)

Douglas, Kelly Brown. Sexuality and the Black Church: A Womanist Perspective (Orbis, 1999)

Ellison, Marvin. Erotic Justice (Westminster John Knox, 2004) 
____________ and Thorson-Smith, Sylvia, eds.  Body and Soul: Rethinking Sexuality as Justice-Love (Wipf & Stock, 2008)

Genovesi, Vincent J. In Pursuit of Love: Catholic Morality and Human Sexuality (Liturgical Press, 1996.
Gudorf, Christine E. Body, Sex and Pleasure: Reconstructing Christian Sexual Ethics (Pilgrim Press 1994)
Heyward, Carter. Touching Our Strength: The Erotic as Power and the Love of God (Harper and Row, 1989)
Jordan, Mark D. The Ethics of Sex (Blackwell Publishing 2002)
Jung, Patricia Beattie and Hunt, Mary E. and Balakrishnan, Radhika, eds. Good Sex: Feminist Perspectives from the World’s Religions (Rutgers University Press, 2000)

Nelson, James B. Embodiment: An Approach to Sexuality and Christian Theology (Augsburg 1978) 

____________.  Between Two Gardens: Reflections on Sexuality and Religious Experience (Pilgrim Press 1983)
____________ and Longfellow, Sandra P., eds. Sexuality and the Sacred: Sources for Theological Reflection (Westminster John Knox, 1994)
COURSE SCHEDULE:

FIRST WEEK

First Monday: Christian Sexual Ethics: Where to begin?
Previous reading requirements:  Farley, pp. 1-108
Assignments due today – Anonymous Essay
First Tuesday: Sources/norms of Christian moral tradition on sexuality

Previous reading requirements: Farley, pp. 109-173; 
Assignments due today – Sexual Ethics in the News article
First Wednesday: Women’s experience of sexuality in a Christian context

Previous reading requirements: Delgado, entire essay
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #1
First Thursday: Men’s experience of sexuality in a Christian context
Previous reading requirements: de la Torre, 1-49
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #2
First Friday:  Contraception, Reproduction and Abortion
Previous reading requirements: de la Torre, 50-88
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #3
SECOND WEEK
Second Monday: Marriage and Divorce
Previous reading requirements: de la Torre, 89-107
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #4
Second Tuesday: Singleness, Celibacy and Masturbation
Previous reading requirements: de la Torre, 108-129
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #5
Second Wednesday: Heterosexism and Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Issues
Previous reading requirements: de la Torre, 130-157
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #6
Second Thursday:  Sexual violence and pornography
Previous reading requirements: de la Torre, 158-184
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #7
Second Friday: Toward a New Christian Ethic of Sexuality

(Last day of classes: all classes in the 8:15 to 11:35 am slot)
Previous reading requirements: Farley, 174-311
Assignments due today – Reflective Essay #8
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