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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course, titled “Acculturation and the Literary Composition of the Four Gospels,” has three specific foci.  The first is to introduce students to traditional higher-critical scholarship regarding the literary composition of the four gospels in the New Testament.  Attention here will be paid to the form and content of the individual gospels, as well as to their literary interrelationships and to the continuities and discontinuities among the four.  The second is to introduce students to some of the more recent social-scientific approaches to gospel study.  Particular attention will be paid to the social structures and social conflicts of first century Roman Palestine during the life and times of Jesus.  The role of these structures and conflicts in the formation of the gospel message(s) will be explored.  The third foci concerns contemporary appropriations of the Christ of the gospels among various Hispanic groups.  Here students will consider the ways in which the cultural and social appropriations of Christ mirror a process already begun in the New Testament.
