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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course, titled “Acculturation and the Literary Composition of the Four Gospels,” has three specific foci.  The first is to introduce students to traditional higher-critical scholarship regarding the literary composition of the four gospels in the New Testament.  Attention here will be paid to the form and content of the individual gospels, as well as to their literary interrelationships and to the continuities and discontinuities among the four.  The second is to introduce students to some of the more recent social-scientific approaches to gospel study.  Particular attention will be paid to the social structures and social conflicts of first century Roman Palestine during the life and times of Jesus.  The role of these structures and conflicts in the formation of the gospel message(s) will be explored.  The third foci concerns contemporary appropriations of the Christ of the gospels among various Hispanic groups.  Here students will consider the ways in which the cultural and social appropriations of Christ mirror a process already begun in the New Testament.

GOALS OF THIS COURSE:

The course has three broad goals, each related to the three foci identified in the course description.  The first is for the student to attain a basic knowledge of the material and formal traits of each of the four gospels, their complex literary interconnections, and the various theories surrounding their formation and function.  The second is for student to become aware of the primary social institutions and structures of ancient Palestine and to consider their potential role in both shaping the gospel message(s) and helping us to understand them.  Finally, the student will have an opportunity to synthesize the material covered during the two-week course and relate it to contemporary issues.  In this case, the student will compare the variety of approaches to gospel study with the contemporary construction of Christologies among Hispanics.

GRADING CRITERIA AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:
Successful completion of this course includes the completion of 8 daily minor writing assignments (1 page each), 1 major paper (25 pages), as well as daily attendance and participation.  The daily writing assignments focus on the topics covered on the day they are due (see below under “course schedule”) and offer the student an opportunity for “hands on” application of the methods and principles discussed in the readings.  Specific instructions for the daily assignments will be given the day before they are due.  The final paper for this course also provides students with a chance to synthesize the material covered during the two-week period.  In particular, students will relate the higher-critical and social scientific approaches covered in the course to the reader response approach of Luis G. Pedraja’s work, Jesus is My Uncle: Christology from a Hispanic Perspective.

Because the material covered in this course is cumulative, attendance is a must.  Missing class will adversely affect the student’s grade.  Late assignments will be penalized by one letter grade per day late.  The assignments are weighted as follows:
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Advanced Students

There are two additional criteria to be fulfilled by any student above a master’s degree level in this course (e.g., Ph.D, Th.D., etc).  The first is the completion of an additional 200 pages of reading in gospel studies.  The second pertains to the nature of the final assignment.  Rather than write a paper that synthesizes the material covered in the course, the student will select a passage from one of the gospels and write an exegesis paper.  Accordingly, the grading criteria differ for the advanced student:
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COURSE SCHEDULE:

FIRST WEEK
First Monday: Course Introduction; Gospel Beginnings and Backgrounds
Topics: The Early Church and Its Preaching; Different Contexts for Preaching and Teaching; Forms of Oral Traditions; The History of the Tradition; Gospel as Story; The Gospel and Gospels; Jewish Groups and Hellenism.
Reading: Nickle, The Synoptic Gospels, 1-43, 45-62.
First Tuesday: The Gospel of Mark
Topics: Christian Writings Emerge; The Composition of the Gospel of Mark; Mark’s Purposes; Special Features of Mark’s Gospel; Mark’s Gospel Story; Mark’s Identity; Survey of the Content of Mark’s Gospel; Interrelationship of the First Three Gospels; The “Q” Source.
Reading: Nickle, The Synoptic Gospels, 63-102.
Assignment: Synoptic Analysis of Mark’s Distinctive Features. 
First Wednesday: The Gospel of Matthew
Topics: Characteristic Traits of Matthew; Structure of the Gospel; Possible Reasons for the Writing of Matthew’s Gospel; Matthew and His Community; Matthew’s Gospel Story; Survey of the Content of Matthew’s Gospel. 
Reading: Nickle, The Synoptic Gospels, 103-133.
Assignment: Synoptic Analysis of Matthew’s Distinctive Features. 

First Thursday: The Gospel of Luke
Topics: Some Literary Considerations; Use of Sources; Possible Reasons for the Writing of Luke’s Gospel; Luke’s Identity; Possible Date of the Writing; Luke’s Gospel Story; Survey of the Content of Luke’s Gospel.
Reading: Nickle, The Synoptic Gospels, 135-163.
Assignment: Synoptic Analysis of Luke’s Distinctive Features. 

First Friday: The Gospel of John
Topics: Survey of the Content of John’s Gospel; Formal and Literary Differences between John and the Synoptic Gospels.
Reading: Nickle, The Synoptic Gospels, 165-196.
Assignment: Synoptic Analysis of John’s Distinctive Features. 

SECOND WEEK
Second Monday: The Social System of Roman Palestine
Topics: Introduction to the Social System of Roman Palestine; the Application of the Social Scientific Models to the Gospels.
Reading: Hanson and Oakman, Palestine in the Time of Jesus, 1-18.

Assignment: Complete Applying the Perspectives in Hanson and Oakman, p. 17.  

Second Tuesday: Kinship and Agrarian Roman Palestine
Topics: Gender; Genealogy and Descent; Marriage; Dowry Bride wealth, and Indirect Dowry; Divorce; Inheritance; Jesus’ Family in the Gospels.
Reading: Hanson and Oakman, Palestine in the Time of Jesus, 19-56.
Assignment: Complete Applying the Perspectives in Hanson and Oakman, p. 54.  
Second Wednesday: Politics and Patronage in Agrarian Roman Palestine
Topics: Elite Interests—Patronage; Peasant Interests—Rebellion and Social Banditry; Crucifixion—Elite force in Action.
Reading: Hanson and Oakman, Palestine in the Time of Jesus, 57-92.
Assignment: Complete Applying the Perspectives in Hanson and Oakman, p. 89.  
Second Thursday: Political Economy in Roman Palestine
Topics: Political Economy in Agrarian Roman Palestine; Jesus and the Palestinian Political Economy.

Reading: Hanson and Oakman, Palestine in the Time of Jesus, 93-122.
Assignment: Complete Applying the Perspectives in Hanson and Oakman, p. 120.  
Second Friday: Political Religion in Roman Palestine
Topics: The Jerusalem Temple and Its Expansion under Herod the Great; The Personnel and Sacrifice of the Jerusalem Temple; The Social Impact and Implications of Herod’s Temple; Political Religion, God’s Reign, and the Jesus Movement.
Reading: Hanson and Oakman, Palestine in the Time of Jesus, 123-148.
Assignment: Complete Applying the Perspectives in Hanson and Oakman, p. 145.
Page 5 of 6

