
Curriculum Vitae

Lara Medina, Ph.D.

Education

Doctor of Philosophy in American History, Claremont Graduate University, Claremont, CA, September 1998

Master of Arts in Theology, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, CA, October 1989

Bachelor of Arts in Combined Social Sciences, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA, Spring 1977

Related Professional Experience

Associate Professor, Department of Chicano/a Studies, California State University at Northridge, 2003-present

Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies, California State University at Northridge, 1998-2003 

Instructor, Chicano/a Studies Department, California State University, Northridge, 1992-1998

Instructor, César Chávez Center for Interdisciplinary Instruction in Chicana and Chicano Studies, University of California, Los Angeles, 1991-1997

Publications

Book

LAS HERMANAS: Chicana/Latina Religious Political Activism (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2004. Outstanding Academic Title, Choice Book Award, 2005
Journal Articles

"Transformative Struggle: The Spirituality of LAS HERMANAS," Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol. 17, no. 2, Fall 2001, pp. 107-126

"Broadening the Discourse at the Theological Table: An Overview of Latino Theology 1968-1993," Latino Studies Journal 5 (3), September 1994, pp. 10-35

"Dias de Muertos: Ritual Transformation among Urban Chicanos," Religioni e Societá 5, January-April, 1994, pp. 6-23

Chapters

"Los Espiritus Siguen Hablando: Chicana Spiritualities," reprinted in Latina/o Healing Practices: Mestizo and Indigenous Perspectives, Brian W. McNeill and Joseph M. Cervantes, ed. (New York: Routledge, 2008). 

“Nepantla Spirituality: Negotiating Multiple Identities and Faiths Among U.S. Latinas” in Rethinking Latino(a) Religion and Identity, Miguel De La Torre and Gaston Espinoza, ed. (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2007).

“Chicanos and Religion: Traditions and Transformations” in Teaching Religion and Healing, Linda L. Barnes and Inés Talamantez, ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006).

“The Challenges and Consequences of being Latina, Catholic, and Political” in Latino Religions and Civic Activism in the United States, Gastón Epinoza, Virgilio Elizondo, and Jesse Miranda, ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005).

“Communing with the Dead: Spiritual and Cultural Healing in Chicano/a Communities” in Religion and Healing In America, Linda L. Barnes and Susan S. Sered, ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005)

"Women: The U.S. Latina Religious Experience" in Introduction to the U.S. Latina and Latino Religious Experience, Hector Avalos, ed.  (Boston: Brill Academic Publishers, 2004)

"Liberation Theology and Social Change: Chicanas and Chicanos in the Catholic Church," (co-authored with Gilbert Cadena) in Chicanas and Chicanos in Contemporary Society, Roberto de Anda, ed. (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2nd edition, 2004)

"Transformative Struggle: The Spirituality of LAS HERMANAS," in New Horizons in Hispanic/Latino(a) Theology, Benjamín  Valentín, ed. (Cleveland, Pilgrim Press, 2003)

"Dias de los Muertos in Los Angeles: Public Ritual, Community Celebration, and Popular Religion," co-authored with Gilbert R. Cadena, in Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism, Timothy Matovina and Gary Reibe-Estrella, S.V.D., ed. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2002).

"Los Espiritus Siguen Hablando: Chicana Spiritualities," in Living Chicana Theory, Carla Trujillo, ed. (Berkeley: Third Woman Press, 1998)

Encyclopedia Entries 

“Altars and Shrines” “Coyolxauhqui” “Gregoria Ortega” “Nepantla” in Encyclopedia on Hispanic American Religiouus Culture, 2 Volumes, Miguel De La Torre, ed. (Santa Barbara; ABC-CLIO Publishers, forthcoming 2009). 

 “Religion” “ Altars” Virgen de Guadalupe” “Yolanda Tarango” “Las Hermanas” “Rosa Martha Zarate” in Latinas in the United States: A Historical Encyclopedia, Vicki L. Ruiz and Virginia Sánchez Korrol, ed. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2007).

“Las Hermanas” in Encyclopedia of Women and Religion in North America, Rosemary Skinner Keller and Rosemary Radford Ruether, ed. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2006). 

Professional Offices Held

Steering Committee Member, Hispanic American Religion, Culture, and Society Group, American Academy of Religion, 2005-present

Steering Committee Member, Religions, Medicines, and Healing Consultation Unit, American Academy of Religion, 2001-2006

Chair, Hispanic American Religion, Culture, and Society Group, American Academy of Religion, Western Region, 1999-2002

Co-Chair, Hispanic American Religion, Culture, and Society Group, American Academy of Religion, 1999-2001

Most Recent Academic Presentations

Días de los Muertos: An Ancient and Living Tradition” invited presentation at University of San Diego, Department of Ethnic Studies, November 2008.

Chicano/Latino Religiosity: Reciprocity, Interdependence, and Spiritual Realism or “Reading” Religious Practices in the Borderlands” invited presentation for the Religion in Los Angeles, Religion in the Americas, Religion in the Era of Globalization, Joint Symposium of California State University, Los Angeles and Claremont Graduate University of Religion, March 2008

Religion, Spiritualities, and Migration, invited presentation with Yriena Cervantez for the Bellarmine Forum on Immigration, Loyola Marymount University, November 2007.  

The Legacy of Las Hermanas: Challenging Gender, Ethnic, and Class Norms in the U.S. Catholic Church, Seventh Triennial Conference on the History of Women Religious, University of Notre Dame, June 2007

Religion in Latina History, The Berkshire Conference of Women Historians, Scripps College, June 2005

Nepantla Spirituality: Negotiating Identities, Faiths and Practices, invited presentation for the Latina Theologian/Pastoralist Conference, Our Lady of the Lake University, April 2005 

Chicano/a Public Ritual in Los Angeles, invited presentation at East Los Angeles Community College, November 2005

Lessons from A Decade of Teaching Chicanos/as and Religion, National Association of Chicano and Chicana Studies, April  2004.

Días de los Muertos Across Borders, Centro Cultural Uruapan, Mexico, October 2004

Communing with the Dead: Days of the Dead among Chicano/a Communities, American Academy of Religion, November 2004

Días de los Muertos, invited presentation for the Irvine Diversity Grant Lectures, California Lutheran University, November 2004. 

Latino/a Public Religious Ritual in Los Angeles, invited presentation for the Searching for God in the City of Angels Symposium, University of California, Los Angeles, November 2004.  

Respondent at the American Academy of Religion, Asian North American Religion, Culture and Society Group, November 2001

"Chicana/Latina Indigenous Praxis," invited presentation for the Orality, Gender & Indigenous Religions Conference, Claremont Graduate University May 2001

Presider and respondent at the American Academy of Religion Western Region, Latinos/as & Religion in the U.S. Group, March 2001
"Días de los muertos, Public Ritual, Community Renewal, and Popular Religion in Los Angeles," invited presentation for the Sacred Images Workshop, Getty Research Institute, January 2001

"Chicana/Latina Spiritualities: Negotiating Multiple Identities, Faiths, and Practices," American Studies Association, October 2000

"Días de los muertos in Los Angeles," invited presentation for the Center for Religion and Civic Culture, Religious Research in Los Angeles Roundtable, University of Southern California, October 2000
"The Challenges and Consequences of Being Latina, Catholic, and Feminist," invited presentation for the Hispanic Churches in American Public Life Project, University of California, Santa Barbara, September 2000

"Dias de los Muertos in Los Angeles: Public Ritual, Community Renewal, and Popular Religion," invited paper presentation for the Catholicism in Twentieth-Century America Conference, University of Notre Dame, March 2000

Awards and Grants

Outstanding Academic Title, Choice Book Award, 2005. 

Sabbatical Leave for Research, CSUN, Spring 2008

CUSHWA Center for the Study of American Catholicism, Research Travel Grant, Summer 2007

Faculty Research and Creativity Grant, CSUN, Summer 2007
Faculty Research and Creativity Grant, CSUN, 2004-2005

National Endowment for the Humanities, Extending the Reach Grant, 2002-2003

Post-doctoral award from the Hispanic Theological Initiative, 1999-2000

Faculty Support Program for Research and Publication Projects, CSUN, Spring, 2000

Faculty Support Program for Research and Publication Projects, CSUN, Spring 1999

Louisville Institute Dissertation Fellowship, 1997-1998

Hispanic Theological Initiative Dissertation Year Grant, 1997-1998

Claremont Graduate University Dissertation Grant, 1997-1998

Professional Associations

American Academy of Religion (AAR)

National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies (NACS)
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