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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The increase of indigenous immigrant populations from Latin America and mestizo/a popular efforts to reclaim ancestral indigenous consciousness necessitates Latinas/os entering ministry or teaching to gain an increased awareness of Indigenous values, beliefs, health care patterns, and spiritualities in order to better serve indigenous peoples in religious and secular settings.  This course will explore the Indigenous epistemology and spiritual practices dominant in Mesoamerica at the time of the Spanish Catholic invasion in order to better understand the epistemology operating within contemporary Mexicana/o and Chicana/o religiosity. Our studies will begin with the influence of the Olmeca culture on the later Classic and PostClassic cultures of the Teotihuacanos, Maya, Toltecas, and Mexicas or Aztecas. We will end with considering how these ancestral histories consequently form an essentail basis toward a critical identity for many Mexicans and Chicanas/os today.  Themes of the course include mythology, migration, animism, sacred energies, healing practices, flor y canto, cara y corazon, mystico-militarism, sacred geography, sacrificial offerings, rites of renewal, mestizaje, nepantla (the middle space) and Indigenous theology.
