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COURSE DESCRIPTION/DESCRIPCIÓN DEL CURSO: The increase of indigenous immigrant populations from Latin America and mestizo/a popular efforts to reclaim ancestral indigenous consciousness necessitates Latinas/os entering ministry or teaching to gain an increased awareness of Indigenous values, beliefs, health care patterns, and spiritualities in order to better serve indigenous peoples in religious and secular settings.  This course will explore the Indigenous epistemology and spiritual practices dominant in Mesoamerica at the time of the Spanish Catholic invasion in order to better understand the epistemology operating within contemporary Mexicana/o and Chicana/o religiosity. Our studies will begin with the influence of the Olmeca culture on the later Classic and PostClassic cultures of the Teotihuacanos, Maya, Toltecas, and Mexicas or Aztecas. We will end with considering how these ancestral histories consequently form an essentail basis toward a critical identity for many Mexicans and Chicanas/os today.  Themes of the course include mythology, migration, animism, sacred energies, healing practices, flor y canto, cara y corazon, mystico-militarism, sacred geography, sacrificial offerings, rites of renewal, mestizaje, nepantla (the middle space) and Indigenous theology. 

GOALS OF THIS COURSE/OBJETIVOS DE ESTE CURSO: 

1) To acquire knowledge of ancient Mesoamerican civilzations, their worldviews and spiritualities

2) To understand the dynamic and complex process of religious and cultural encounter that began in Mesoamerica in the 16th century 

3) To learn a synthesis of the tenets of 16th century Iberian Chrsitian spirituality and missionzaiton strategies

4) To consider how the “spiritual conquest” has never been completed

5) To consider how an Indigenous foundation lies at the root of mestizo/a cultural and religious practices

6) To enhance oral and writing skills

7) To apply critical thinking skills 

8) To consider what an Indigenous consciousness offers for the new millennium

9) To explore how knowledge gained can enhance future ministries/professions

10) To draw from lived experiences and cultural practices

GRADING CRITERIA/CRITERIOS DE EVALUACIÓN:

Precourse writing assignment 4-5 double spaced typed pages responding to specific questions due by June 1 via email to professor:   25%

Attendance and oral paricipation with assigned readings done before class sessions and texts on hand in class:  25%

Final writing assignment due by July 9  via surface mail to professor consisting of 30 double spaced typed pages responding to two specific questions:  50%

I will penalize unedited writing assigments, abscences, lack of oral participation in class, lack of critical engagement with the materials, lack of respect toward peers and professor.  

Ph.D. and Th.D students will be required to read 2-3 extra books and write an additional 10 pages for the final paper. 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS/TRABAJOS ESCRITOS:

The final writing assignment of 30 pages (40 for doctoral students) will  have specific directions and will require you to quote adequately from the reading materials in order to support your independent thinking about course concepts/themes. Writings should reflect a balance between the student’s orginal thinking and cited materials. The Chicago Manual of Style is the required referencing format.   A bibliography of works cited is also required.  

The preclass writing assignment of 4-5 pages will be in response to assigned readings made availabe upon registration in the class and will also include a personal essay as a means of introducing yourself to the professor.  

MANDATORY READINGS/LECTURAS OBLIGATORIAS

Pre-class reading assignments:

León, Luis.  La Llorona’s Children:  Religion, Life, and Death in the U.S. Mexican Borderlands (Berkeley: UC Press, 2004), p. 25-58.  (33 pages)

Medina, Lara. “Nepantla Spirituality: Negotiating Multiple Religious Identities Among U.S. Latinas” in Rethinking Latino(a) Religion and Identity, Miguel De La Torre and Gastón Espinosa, eds. (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2006), p. 248-266.    (18 pgs.)

Required Texts:

Avila, Elena, R.N., MSN.  Woman Who Glows in the Dark: A Curandera Reveals Traditional Aztec Secrets  of Physical and Spiritual Health (New York: Penguin Putnam Inc., 1999).  

Carrasco, Davíd.  Religions of Mesoamerica: Cosmovision and Ceremonial Centers (Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, Inc., 1990. 

Gossen, Gary H. ed. in collaboration with Miguel León-Portilla, South and Meso-American Native Spirituality (New York: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1993).  

Required Articles:
Anzaldúa, Gloria.  “Chicana Artists: Exploring Nepantla, el Lugar de la Frontera”  in The Latino Studies Reader: Culture, Economy & Society, Antonia Darder and Rodolfo D. Torres, eds. (Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers, 1998), p. 163-169. 

Cervantez, Joseph M. “What is Indigenous About Being Indigenous?” In Latina/o Healing Practices: Mestizo and Indigenous Perspectives, NcNeill, Brian W., and Joseph M. Cervantes, eds. (New York: Routledge, 2008), p. 3-27.  

Goizueta, Roberto S. “The Symbolic World of Mexican American Religion,” in In Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism. Matovina, Timothy and Gary Riebe-Estrella, SVD, eds. (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002), p.119-138.

Medina, Lara.  “Communing with the Dead: Spiritual and Cultural Healing in Chicano/a Communities” in Religion and Healing in America, Linda Barnes and Susan Sered, eds. (Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 205-215.

Medina, Lara. “Nepantla Spirituality: Negotiating Multiple Religious Identities Among U.S. Latinas” in Rethinking Latino(a) Religion and Identity, Miguel De La Torre and Gastón Espinoza, eds. (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2006), p. 248-266.

Rodríguez, Jeanette and Ted Fortier, “The Power of Syncretis/Inculturation: The Tzeltal Maya of Chiapas, Mexico” in Cultural Memory: Resistance, Faith and Identity (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2007) p. 84-106.

Vásquez, Manuel. “Rethinking Mestizaje” in Negotiating Multiple Religious Identities Among U.S. Latinas” in Rethinking Latino(a) Religion and Identity, Miguel De La Torre and Gastón Espinoza, eds. (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2006), p. 129-157.  

Additional readings for doctoral students:

Furst, Jill Leslie Mckeever. The Natural History of the Soul in Ancient Mexico (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995).

Burkhart, Louise M. The Slippery Earth: Nahua-Christian Moral Dialogue in Sixteenth-Century Mexico (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989).

RECOMMENDED READINGS/LECTURAS RECOMENDADAS

To Be Provided.


COURSE SCHEDULE/CALENDARIO DEL CURSO:

FIRST WEEK/PRIMERA SEMANA
First Monday – Primer Lunes: Theme: Mexican American Religious History: Challenges and Creative Responses

A review of the four main periods of religious change in the history of “Mexican America.”  A focus on the historical and political contexts with an emphasis on the changing consciousness during each period.  

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

León, Luis.  La Llorona’s Children:  Religion, Life, and Death in the U.S. Mexican Borderlands (Berkeley: UC Press, 2004), p. 25-58.   (28 pgs)

Medina, Lara. “Nepantla Spirituality: Negotiating Multiple Religious Identities Among U.S. Latinas” in Rethinking Latino(a) Religion and Identity, Miguel De La Torre and Gastón Espinoza, eds. (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2006), p. 248-266.  (18 pgs.)

First Tuesday – Primer Martes: Theme: Deconstructing Mestizaje 

Problematizing the identity construction of mestizaje. A consideration of the silenced voices within mestizaje and where do we go from here? The epistemology of nepantla and Indigenous conciousness.  Exploring the middle space as a physical, psychological, and spiritual arena where diversity co-exists.
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Vásquez, Manuel. “Rethinking Mestizaje” in Negotiating Multiple Religious Identities Among U.S. Latinas” in Rethinking Latino(a) Religion and Identity, Miguel De La Torre and Gastón Espinoza, eds. (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2006), p. 129-157.  (21 pgs.)

Cervantez, Joseph M. “What is Indigenous About Being Indigenous?” In Latina/o Healing Practices: Mestizo and Indigenous Perspectives, NcNeill, Brian W., and Joseph M. Cervantes, eds. (New York: Routledge, 2008), 3-27.  (21 pgs.)

Anzaldúa, Gloria.  “Chicana Artists: Exploring Nepantla, el Lugar de la Frontera” in The Latino Studies Reader: Culture, Economy & Society, Antonia Darder and Rodolfo D. Torres,eds. ( Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers, 1998), p. 163-169.  (6 pgs.)

First Wednesday – Primer Miércoles: Theme: Faiths of Ancient Mesoamerica

An overview of the development of the great civilizations of Mesoamerica and a glimpse into the foundational theological beliefs of the Mexica and the Maya. 

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Carrasco, Davíd.  Religions of Mesoamerica. Preface and Chapter One and Two (62 pgs.)

First Thursday – Primer Jueves: Theme: Faiths of Ancient Mesoamerica: The Mexica

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Carrasco, Davíd.  Religions of Mesoamerica. Chapter Three  (27 pgs.)

Gary H. Gossen, ed. in collaboration with Miguel León-Portilla, South and Meso-American Native Spirituality (New York: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1993). Chapter One    (24 pgs.)

First Friday – Primer Viernes: Theme: Faiths of Ancient Mesoamerica: The Maya

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Carrasco, Davíd.  Religions of Mesoamerica. Chapter Four (25 pgs.)

Gary H. Gossen, ed. in collaboration with Miguel León-Portilla, South and Meso-American Native Spirituality (New York: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1993). Chapter Two    (21 pgs.)

SECOND WEEK/SEGUNDA SEMANA

Second Monday – Segundo Lunes: Theme: Ancient Mexico Meets Iberian Christianity, Yesterday and Today

Reflections on contact, conflict, change, adaptation, resistance and survival in 

the “New World.” Problematizing syncretism. The power relations operating within “syncretic” traditions and belief systems. 

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Carrasco, Davíd.  Religions of Mesoamerica. Chapter Five and Conclusion (31 pgs.)

Gary H. Gossen, ed. in collaboration with Miguel León-Portilla, South and Meso-American Native Spirituality (New York: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1993).  Chapter Six  (25 pgs.)

Rodríguez, Jeanette and Ted Fortier, “The Power of Syncretis/Inculturation: The Tzeltal Maya of Chiapas, Mexico” in Cultural Memory: Resistance, Faith and Identity (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2007) p. 84-106. (22 pgs.)

Second Tuesday – Segundo Martes: Theme: Understanding Curanderismo

Drawing from ancient healing traditions to inform spiritual healing practices today.  Considering the minister and teacher as curandera/o.  

Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Elena Avila, R.N., MSN.  Woman Who Glows in the Dark: A Curandera Reveals Traditional Aztec Secrets  of Physical and Spiritual Health (New York: Penguin Putnam Inc., 1999).  Introduction and Chapters One, Two, and Three  (pages to be divided among students)

Second Wednesday – Segundo Miércoles: Theme: Curanderismo Today 

Drawing from ancient healing traditions to inform spiritual healing practices today.  Considering the minister and teacher as curandera/o.
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Elena Avila, R.N., MSN.  Woman Who Glows in the Dark: A Curandera Reveals Traditional Aztec Secrets  of Physical and Spiritual Health (New York: Penguin Putnam Inc., 1999). Chapters Four, Five, Six, and Seven  (pages to be divided among students)

Second Thursday – Segundo Jueves: Theme:  A Sampling of Chicana/o Indigenous Religious Practices and Consciousness
Previous reading requirements/Lecturas previas obligatorias:

Medina, Lara.  “Communing with the Dead: Spiritual and Cultural Healing in Chicano/a Communities” in Religion and Healing in America, Linda Barnes and Susan Sered, eds. (Oxford University Press, 2005), p. 205-215. (10 pgs.)

Goizueta, Roberto S. “The Symbolic World of Mexican American Religion,” in In Horizons of the Sacred: Mexican Traditions in U.S. Catholicism. Matovina, Timothy and Gary Riebe-Estrella, SVD, eds. (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2002), p.119-138. (19 pgs.)
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