Christina McKittrick

Summary Report for Technology in the Classroom project

What course was your project intended for:

Biol 134 Endocrinology

The following is a statement of the original goal of my project:
The principal goal of my project will be to create a variety of electronic resources for the students in my Endocrinology course in the fall.  For the classroom, I plan to create a series of lessons in Powerpoint.  Although I have used Powerpoint in the past, I hope to add more visual interest (images, animations) to my typical presentations.  In the workshop, I learned new strategies for finding images and other resources on the web, how to make Flash animations on my own, and how to jump to web links from Powerpoint (something I had tried unsuccessfully in the past). If I can find any relevant video clips (which may be tricky for endocrinology), I will try to incorporate them into my presentations as well.  I generally make my presentations available to the students, who have, in the past, found them to be useful study aids.

Blackboard will serve as a password-protected repository for the Powerpoint files and other course materials and resources.  I have used Blackboard in the past and I hope to take advantage of some of the new features I learned about in the workshop, as well as others I am already familiar with.  I will maintain a current syllabus under Course Information (I often revise the syllabus several times during the course of the semester) and store the presentation files in Course Documents.  Students will be able to go to External Links to connect to a variety of relevant web sites.  I tentatively plan to have some debates in which the students will present their cases in class, but continue discussion of the relevant issues in on-line forums.  I hope to create some practice quizzes on Blackboard as well.  Finally, I will use the on-line grade book so that students will be able to monitor their own performance in the class.
In addition, I plan to use Dreamweaver to create a web site for the class as well as a personal home page for myself.

What was actually accomplished in your project:

I accomplishe d most of what I set out to do with regard to the goals related to the Endocrinology course, with the exception of using Flash animations and finding and inserting useful video clips into my presentations.  My decision not to create the Flash animation was based on a simple cost: benefit analysis in that I did not think the 30 sec animation that it took me 6 hours to create would significantly enhance my coursework and that the time would be best spent elsewhere.  I did not complete the web pages proposed; however,  I have been contributing to the updating and maintenance of the Biology webpage, which is a more pressing obligation.

I am also submitting as part of my project the Blackboard site for Biol 121: Systems Neurobiology, which accomplished many of the same goals I proposed for Endocrinology. 

What technology did you use in the project?

I used Blackboard, Powerpoint, Photoshop  and many of the web resources introduced to us within the course.

How did your project influence your course?

I made an effort to both use more technology in the classroom myself and require its use by my students.

How will your students benefit from your project?

I became more proficient in the use of both Powerpoint and Photoshop, which enhanced the quality of my presentations, making them cleaner and more streamlined (I also made conscious decisions about when not to use technology in instances when I thought my students would be distracted by the bells and whistles).  My students have access to my presentations and they have repeatedly commented on how helpful they are, in part due to the combination of textual information and detailed pictures and images that may help them conceptualize the information in a different (visual) manner.

Although I had used Blackboard before, I was better able to take advantage of some of its features and could also teach my students how to make the most of the Blackboard resources as well.  They all found it infinitely more user-friendly than the K: drive and the commuters were particularly pleased about the ease of access from home.

Overall experience of the Summer Workshop and your project.

I thought the summer workshop was an extremely valuable experience that helped facilitate my ability to put together and consolidate my course material.  As I’ve become more adept at the use of the various programs and technologies, I have found myself using them more and more.  For example, I used the video capture techniques to create a movie for my research student to use in one of his presentations, I used Powerpoint to help another student create a poster for a scholarly meeting and I’ve used my Dreamweaver skills to help update information on web site maintained by the biology department.  I’ve also used several of the skills learned outside the classroom for editing personal photos and home videos.

